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Christmas Message from the Manse 
 

 
 

A Candle in the Darkness 

 

Dear Christian Friends, 

 

As we enter the sacred season of Advent and approach the close of another year, our hearts are once 
again drawn to the mystery of God’s love made flesh. December is a month of lights and longing, of 
celebration and contemplation. It is a time when the world pauses—if only briefly—to remember a birth 
that changed everything. 

The Candle in the Window 

In a quiet village nestled between hills and frost-covered fields, there lived an elderly woman named 
Miriam. She was known for her warm bread, gentle smile, and the single candle she placed in her window 
every evening without fail. 

Children would ask, “Why do you light that candle, Miss Miriam?” 

She would smile and say, “It’s for the traveller who’s lost, the neighbour who’s lonely, or the soul who’s 
forgotten they are loved.” 

Years passed. The village changed. New families arrived, old ones moved on. But Miriam’s candle 
remained. One bitter December night, a fierce snowstorm swept through the valley. Roads were blocked, 
power lines fell, and the village was plunged into darkness. 

That night, a young man named Elias, unfamiliar with the area, found himself stranded. His car had skidded 
into a ditch, and his phone had no signal. Shivering and disoriented, he trudged through the snow, unsure 
where to turn—until he saw it: a single flickering light in the distance. 

It was Miriam’s candle. 

She welcomed him in, wrapped him in a blanket, and served him warm soup. “You’re safe now,” she said. 
“This candle was waiting for you.” 

The next morning, as the storm cleared, Elias asked, “Why do you do this? Every night?” 

Miriam looked out of the window and whispered, “Because once, long ago, I was lost too. And someone 
lit a light for me.” 

Dear friends, Miriam’s candle is more than a tale—it is a parable of the Gospel. In Christ, God placed a light 
in the window of the world. A light that says, “You are not forgotten. You are not alone. Come in from the 
cold.” 



This December, may we each become candles in the windows of our communities. In our giving, listening, 
praying, and presence, may we reflect the light of Christ—especially for those who walk in darkness. 

Let us not grow weary in love. Let us not withhold our warmth. For in every act of kindness, we echo the 
holy night when Love was born in a manger. 

This Is Our Year: Rise with Purpose! 
A New Year Message for the Church and Circuit – 2026 

As we step into 2026, let us do so with hearts full of determination, minds sharpened by focus, and spirits 
anchored in commitment. This is not just another year—it is a sacred invitation to live meaningfully, to 
serve faithfully, and to walk boldly in the light of Christ. 

Our lives are held in the hands of the Lord. In that truth, we find peace. And while there is life, there is 
hope—and joy. Every breath is a gift, every day a chance to make sense of our time and to shape it with 
love, grace, and purpose. 

Let us not drift through the days ahead. Let us rise. Rise with purpose in our prayers, our worship, our 
outreach, and our fellowship. Let us be intentional in our service, generous in our giving, and courageous 
in our witness. The church is not static—it is alive, and this year, we embrace change not as disruption, but 
as a divine opportunity. 

In our circuit and congregations, may this be a year of renewal. A year where we listen deeply, act justly, 
and love abundantly. A year where we honour the past, engage the present, and prepare the future with 
faith and wisdom. 

May the Lord bless you with clarity in your calling, strength in your journey, and joy in your labour. May 
your homes be filled with peace, and your hearts with praise this new year. This is our year. Let us walk 
together with hope and holy resolve. 

Inspiring Words to Carry with You into the New Year: 
• “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to 
Him, and He will make your paths straight.” — Proverbs 3:5-6 
• “The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams.” — Eleanor Roosevelt 
• “Blessings upon blessings to you and your loved ones. May God's grace abound in your life, and may His 
peace be your portion throughout 2026.” 

Let us embrace this new year with hope, faith, and a steadfast spirit. Together, in God's grace, we will 
make 2026 a year of meaningful change and divine blessings. 

Happy New Year! May our lives be fruitful in 2026. 

Thank you. God bless. 

Yours devotedly, 
Rev George K Quarm 
 
 

 
  



  
 

EDITORIAL NOTE 

 

                            A Christmas Verse 
 

I’ve written many poems for you, 
This one, of words, will have but few, 

But in this verse I trust you’ll find, 
Something to concentrate the mind: 
A witty rhyme and lines which scan, 

All there in praise of God, made man, 
Who came to earth from heaven above 

To draw us near with arms of love. 
 

********* 
 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS  
to all our readers 

& 
EVERY GOOD WISH 

for  
2026 

 

********* 
 

Any items for inclusion in the February 2026  issue of “The Voice” should be sent to me by:  

January 23rd  
 

via email:  gillianbrierley13@gmail.com 

by hand:  
or by post to:  Gillian Varley  - 4, Merrow Croft,  Guildford.  GU1 2XH  
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USEFUL ADDRESSES 
 

SUPERINTENDENT  MINISTER:  
 

REV. DR. PAUL GLASS    01483 575667 
revpaulglass@gmail.com 
 
 

MINISTER:  
REV. GEORGE QUARM     01483 575432  

unclegeorge.quarm@gmail.com 
 

CHURCH OFFICE:    
Bushy Hill Drive, Guildford, GU1 2SH.   01483 537655 

office@merrowmethodistchurch.org.uk  
 
 

PROPERTY LETTINGS  
ADMINISTRATOR:      01483 537655 
lettings@merrowmethodistchurch.org.uk  
 
 
 

PRAYER SUPPORT GROUP: 
This is a small group willing to put time aside for praying each day for special needs within the 
Church community. Your request will be passed on to other members of the group, where it 
will remain confidential. 

The prayer contact for December will be: 
ANN CARPENTER     01483  535282 
PAULINE DANIELS     01483 958905   
DOREEN SIAME     01483 578214 
 
EDITOR – ‘The Voice’ 
GILLIAN VARLEY     01483 495567  
gillianbrierley13@gmail.com 
 

 
Important: It is our practice at Merrow to publish THE VOICE on the website. This is an important 
source of information about the life of our church and we want to share it with others. However, if 
you feel uncomfortable with a mention on our web page we will be happy to omit your name and 
any other personal details in any future issue if requested to do so.  Please advise at the time of 
submitting the copy. 

It is also important that you only submit non-copyright/public domain material. 
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Stewards for Sunday worship: 
 

Date  Time Vestry Worship 
Leader 

P.A/A.V.  Door 

Dec 7th 
 

10.30am  
Advent 2. 
5.00pm 
‘From loss to light’ 

Hugh Bradley 
 
Suzanne Burnham 

Doreen Siame Glenys Magill 
 
Glenys Magill 

Wendy Bradley 
Julie Wallis 
Glenys Magill 
Joan Wells 

Dec 14th 10.30am Advent 3 
Carol Service 

Iris Walker Gillian Varley Cari Rayner Julie Wallis 
Ruth McCulloch 

Dec 21st  10.30am 
Advent 4 

Joan Wells  Jane Vinall Maggie Woolcock 
Joyce Goodall 

Dec 25th 11.00am Suzanne Burnham  Glenys Magill Ruth McCulloch 
Maggie Woolcock 

Dec 28th  A  Circuit  ZOOM or 
10.30am 

LIVE STREAM 
 

Service     ---------- ---------- 

Jan 4th 10.30am 
 

Iris Walker  Cari Rayner Joyce Goodall 
Glenys Magill 

Jan 11th 10.30am 
Covenant/HC 

Hugh Bradley Gillian Varley Jane Vinall Wendy Bradley 
Julie Wallis 

Jan 18th 10.30am 
 

Joan Wells Doreen Siame Cari Rayner Joyce Goodall 
Glenys Magill 

Jan 25th  10.30am 
 

Suzanne Burnham  Jane Vinall Maggie Woolcock 
Julie Wallis 

 

 
Communion stewards: 
  Preparation                        Assisting 

Dec.7th Suzanne Burnham & Doreen Siame     Hugh Bradley 

Jan. 
11th 

Suzanne Burnham & Doreen Siame     Julie Wallis 

  

 

 Flower Rota: 
 Dec.   7th  Joan Wells 
         14th  Doreen Siame 
         22nd   Margaret Hills; Iris Walker; Gill Vinall;  Margriet Rasker 
           28th     (no service at Merrow)………………………………………………………………………….  
Jan      4th  Catherine Winder 

11th  Suzanne Burnham 
18th  Jan Kemp 
25th  Cari Rayner 



 

 

 

Sunday Morning Coffee Rota: December  Charity Collections 

7th  Dec.  –  Pauline Daniels & Julie Wallis  Bible Society 
14th Dec.  -  Wendy & Hugh Bradley   Embrace the Middle East 
21st  Dec – Glenys Magill    Action For Children. 
. 

Sunday Morning Coffee Rota: January     

 4th Jan       Ruth McCulloch & Margaret Hills  Mission Aviation Fellowship 
11th Jan      Pauline Daniels & Julie Wallis  Coffee Funds. 
18th Jan      Glenys Magill     Christian Aid 
25th Jan      Wendy & Hugh Bradley      JMA 

********* 
 

Women’s Fellowship Carol Service 
 

on Monday 1st December 2pm. 
this will be led by Rev Claire Hargreaves. 

The collection will be for Phyllis Tuckwell Hospice and Chase Shooting Stars.   
Tea and Christmas cake will be served in the foyer after the service.   

All are welcome 
---- 

Women’s Fellowship on Monday 5th January 2026 2.30 pm   
will be tea/cake and chat in the foyer 

   Suzanne 
********* 

 Church Bible Study groups  
 open to all. 

 

Morning Bible Study 
 

On Tuesdays December 15th  and January 13th & 27th at 10.45am 
at Lavender Cottage, Marlyns Drive, Burpham 

 

********* 

Evening Bible Study 
at Merrow Methodist Church 

December 11th &  January 15th at 7.30pm 
 

********* 

Weekly Coffee Morning 

Thursdays from 10.30 - 11.45  All are welcome – no charge. 
Drop in for a drink and a chat with others from the church and local community 



However 
 

Each month, usually on the 2nd Thursday, we raise money for a different charity, when you can 
come along and enjoy a choice selection of cakes  

to accompany your coffee 

The December Charity Coffee Morning 
on Thursday 11th December 2024 from 10.30 – 12.00 

will be in aid of a local charity 
 

 
We are hoping two members of the Guildford team will join us during the morning and we will 

hear more about their work.  
Who are halow?  It all began with Hariet, Amber, Laura, Oliver and William. They each have a 
learning disability and are the inspiration for this local charity. Their families were concerned 
about their prospects as they left full-time education and that of people like them. In 2006, 
their parents got together and formed halow, with the aim to ensure every person with a 
learning disability and autism has the same life choices and chances as anyone else. The 
people they work with want the opportunity to: build relationships, become part of their 

community, find meaningful employment and have a home of their own. 
 

Halow provides a range of innovative programs and personalized support to help young 
people with learning disabilities and autism achieve greater independence. Their initiatives 

include skills workshops, social events, and supported employment opportunities, all tailored 
to empower individuals and encourage active participation in the community. 

 

Every year, they support over 350 young adults in Surrey. Their work also indirectly benefits 
over 750 family members and friends who care for a person with a learning disability or 

autism as they help people improve their lives. They provide support from just a couple of 
hours a week up to 24 hours a day. Their projects and activities take place in Guildford, 

Woking and across Surrey. Some of their support can also be accessed online and the level of 
support is tailored to suit individual needs. Some people receive long-term, intensive support 

by living in one of our supported living houses. Others attend a social activity from time to 
time.  

 

You can find out more about the charity’s work at www.halowproject.org.uk 
 

and  



for January 
see the poster on the following page 

 



 

You are invited to a 
 

COFFEE MORNING  
 

in aid of  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

on Thursday 15th January   
 

10.30am to 12pm 
                            

at Merrow Methodist Church 
 
 

 
 

 
Delicious home made cakes – Bring your friends and family!  

---------------------- 

 



Action for Children 

- the Methodist Church Children’s charity – 

 

Share the wonder of Christmas 
 

The magic of Christmas begins in childhood 

 Hanging stockings, Sharing festive food.  Presents under the tree.   

It’s a time for children to feel loved and make memories that last a lifetime. 

   

But for too many children across the UK, Christmas is anything but magical.   

No stockings.  No presents.  No festive food - often no food at all.   

Imagine your first memories of Christmas going to bed hungry, being too cold to sleep and hiding 

your disappointment when Santa doesn’t come. 
 

4.5 million UK children now live in poverty.  That’s 31% of all children.   

And, devastatingly 100,000 more children are suffering than the previous year.   

More families are at breaking point. 
 

I will be again collecting the One4all multi-store gift cards     

on Sunday 7th December at 10.30am and the 5pm service 

  

These can be purchased in Sainsbury’s or a Post Office (minimum £10) and will be delivered to 

Jamie Heane the Manager at AFC Fostering Wessex as we have done in previous years. 

------- 
 

You could also be a Secret Santa and help a vulnerable child feel the magic of Christmas.  

Iamsanta.org.uk 
 

Many thanks for all your support now and during the past year. 
 

Suzanne 

 
-------------------- 

 

Book launch 
 

Alwyn Marriage (daughter of Alwin Sherratt) has written a book of poetry about her world travels. 
  
The launch will be on Friday 5th December at 7.30pm at St Mary’s Quarry Street, when we will have 
the opportunity to hear Alwyn read some of her poems.  

 
 
 

 

http://iamsanta.org.uk/


The church poster 
 

 
 

 

Each month Julie chooses a different poster for the outside notice board. 
We hope these catch your eye as well as the eyes of passers – by. 

 

------------------ 

 

All are invited to remember those they have loved and lost 

at the service on Sunday December 7th at 5pm 

 

Please make this service known to anyone you know who has experienced a bereavement, 

particularly in the last year. 

 

This is a time to remember and give thanks  

for a life which touched yours in some way.  

  

By coming together and acknowledging your experience of loss   

in the presence of others, the light of Christian hope may shine out  

in comfort and loving support. 

 

--------(See the poster on the next page) 



 
  



We were delighted to have some of the Merrow Brownies with us, 
who made flowers from tissue paper and scattered them  
to form a carpet of red poppies at the front of the church. 

 

 
 

**** 
 

The beautiful and moving Remembrance display  
on the communion table. 

 

 
  



This letter was sent to Joan Wells following the charity Coffee Morning for 
The Bible Society, organised by Joan. 

 
From the bottom of my heart, thank you for your £471.O0 gift from Merrow Methodist 
Church. Your compassion and love will make an extraordinary difference in a place where 
suffering seems overwhelming.  
 
Thank you for choosing to respond to the people of Ukraine with kindness and hope. Because 
of you, broken-hearted people will begin to heal through the power of the Lord. Your 
donation will bring comfort to grieving families. You'll put Bibles into waiting hands.  
 
Your support reminds people in Ukraine - many of whom feel forgotten - that they are loved 
by you and by God their Father.  
 
Your gift has also been matched. That will mean twice as many bibles, twice as much healing, 
twice as much hope ... all because of your amazing generosity.  
 
When I spoke to my friends Revd Anatoliy and Victoria in Kyiv, there was pain in their eyes but 
also hope. You are part of their hope. Your support strengthens this couple to counsel widows, 
comfort children, and nurture every new believer.  
 
Anatoliy said, 'Without your support, we will not survive. We run this ministry only because 
we have you by our side.' As a small token of my appreciation, l've enclosed a Bible verse 
postcard for you. I hope you like this and are able to use it to bless someone else around you 
in the coming weeks.  
 
Finally, please pray for Revd Anatoliy and Victoria; for God's protection over their family, for 
strength to keep going, and that the Lord will use them to bring hope and healing.  
 
And thank you again. l'm so grateful that you're part of the Bible Society family. With every 
blessing,  
 
Beth Read  (Head of Supporter Relations) 
  



70th Anniversary Concert  
 

Our 70th Anniversary Concert on November 15th raised £180 for the  
Matrix Trust. 

The evening was enjoyed by all and we are especially grateful to the Csillagszemuek Anglia 
– 

the colourful and young Hungarian Folk Dancers 
who set the celebrations of to an exuberant start. 

 
We watched “Dud and Pete” and had a peek into  

‘a day in the life of the Varley household’ 
Angela and Iris treated us to recitations of poetry by Pam Ayres  

And the music of Gilbert and Sullivan  
was thanks to Derek, Gillian, Peter and Margaret. 

(Yes that was Derek under the busby!) 
Barrie and Peter gave us contrasting songs, beautifully sung. 
and Julie and Pearce some quiet moments of piano music. 

Who knew that Pearce was also a composer, and we heard possibly the first public 
performance of a piece he had written. 

Gillian was kept busy at the piano throughout the evening. 
The Gentlemen ‘Sinners’  (SORRY – SINGERS) ended the first half  

and the  
Merrow Philharmonic Orchestra began the second half  

with the instrumental songs of nightingales, quails and a cuckoo. 
The concert ended with two songs by the choir, 
one complete with gardening gear and actions!  

 
Ama and Judith, aided by the choir brought the concert to a conclusion with a spirited 

rendering of a Ghanian Blessing 
 

and our minister, George, expressed his thanks to participants and audience . 
 

------ 
 

Thanks to all who helped behind the scenes  
to make this evening the success it undoubtably was. 

 

 
 

 



 

JUNIOR PAGE – for the young and young at heart  

A Winter Crossword 
1    2  3    

         

4  5     6  

         

7      8   9 10     

   11      12 

 13     14     

15          

    16      

 
Clues Across: 
 1.  The festive season   
 4.  One pulls Santa’s sleigh   
 7.  We sometimes get this in the winter  
 9.   In a carol “heat was in the very  ‘ - - - ‘ “ 
11.  Frost leaves a ‘ - - - ‘ in the air 
14.  The number of golden items in a carol 
15.  Who trod in King  
        Wenceslas’ footprints? 
16.  The golden items in 14across 
 
Clues Down: 
 1. You send these at Christmas  
 2. There was no room here 
 3.  You find these in many homes at Christmas 
 5.  In the bleak mid-winter the earth was hard as ‘ - - - - ‘  
 6.  The colour of Rudolph’s nose 
 8.  The men from the East who brought gifts to Jesus were this   
10. This goes with sage in the stuffing 
12. A piano has black and white ones 
13. There is usually a paper one in every cracker 
 



 

 
Story time 

 

THE ELVES AND THE SHOEMAKER 
 

There was once a shoemaker who worked very hard but still didn’t earn  enough to live on. 
One day he had only enough leather to make one pair of shoes. That night he cut his leather 
out, ready to sew together next day. He went to bed, leaving all his cares to Heaven, and soon 
fell asleep. In the morning after he had said his prayers, he sat down to work, but, to his 
surprise found the shoes already made, in front of him. He looked at them and every stitch 
was perfect. 

  

A customer came in and liked the shoes so much that he happily paid a higher price than the 

shoemaker was asking, enough to buy leather to make two more pairs. 

 

That evening the shoemaker cut out two pairs of shoes and put them ready to work on next 

morning. When morning came, once again he found the shoes already finished. They were soon 

sold for a very good price as the workmanship was so perfect. And so it went on day after day 

until the shoemaker was making enough to feed himself and his wife, and even save a little.  

 

Christmas came and the shoemaker said to his wife ‘I am going to keep watch tonight, to see 

who comes and does my work for me.’ So he and his wife left a candle burning and hid in a 

corner behind a curtain to see what would happen.  

At midnight, two naked elves came in, sat themselves at the shoemaker’s table, picked up the 

leather and began work, stitching and tapping away so quickly that the shoemaker could not 

believe it. Almost in the blink of an eye the shoes sat perfectly finished on the table and the 

elves sped away.  
 

The next day the wife said to the shoemaker. ‘The elves have made us rich and we must do 
them a good turn to thank them. Let’s make them warm coats and breeches to keep out the 
cold and a little pair of shoes each.’ That night when the elves came in and looked on the 
table, they found the clothes and little shoes waiting for them. They laughed and jumped up 
and down, dressed themselves and then danced merrily out of the door and away. 

 

The good couple saw them no more; but everything went well with them from that time 
forward, as long as they lived. 
  



Thoughts for Christmas 

 
 

So much to do, so many lists to make; 
I think, this year I’ll buy the Christmas cake. 

Perhaps I’ll buy the pudding too, 
It’s one less thing for me to do! 

 

Then, Christmas over, New Year follows fast. 
My resolutions must be made to last 

For longer than a week or two, 
That is the least that I can do! 

 
 

                                                                ********* 
 

YOU NEVER KNOW 
 
Now 94, I am still able to "teams" Beth, my younger grand-daughter, and my great-grand-
daughters Amelia(10) and Elliece (8), in New Zealand. Both seem to be succeeding in many 
ways, at school and elsewhere. Who knows what they will do and become in the future? 

Rev'd George Browne MacDonald born in 1805, was a Methodist Minister who married 
Hannah, and they had 11 children. In his early days he was often discouraged, the work was 
hard, his stipend small. He almost gave up. However, among his children were Alice, the 
mother of Rudyard Kipling (author), Louisa, the mother of Stanley Baldwin (Prime Minister) 
and Georgiana, mother of Philip Burne-Jones (famous artist). 

 

Those of us who have been preachers, Youth Club leaders or Junior Church teachers, often 
wonder whether our efforts were worthwhile and effective. As long as we give of our best, in 
hard work and prayer, we can safely leave the rest to God.  
........................................... 



A young couple who normally sat at the back of the church arrived late one morning and 
found their usual seats taken. The steward found them seats in the second row, next to an 
elderly church member, who did not recognise them.  
"Hello" she said "It's so good to see you. Where are you from?" "The back" they replied. 
........................................... 
It was early September, and the newly stationed minister went out to post a letter. He 
stopped a young lad and asked where the Post Office was. On being told, he said "If you come 
to my church on Sunday, you will hear me tell everyone how to get to heaven."  The lad 
replied "I'm not sure about that, mister, you don't even know where the Post Office is. " 
.............................................. 
With Christmas and New Year greetings from Puddletown to you all,  
Ken Mills  

********* 

 

"Dog Thrills"   

1. James Herriot was travelling through Yorkshire and stopped at a hotel on what was by 
now, "The Herriot Trail.  He was genuinely amused to view the official notice at the 
frontof the establishment: 

"Welcome to our 'Crown & Anchor' on the famous Herriot Trail. 

No pets allowed" 

 

2. John to James: I taught my dog to play chess. 
      James to John: That's a clever pet. 

      John to James: Not really, I beat him two times out of three. 

 

3. James to John: Well, my canine has just got accepted into Oxford University. 
John to James: Amazing!  What is he studying? 

James to John: Dogmatics. 

 

4. Quote:  You can put up a sign on the door,"beware of the dog", without having a dog.  
 Hans Blix 

 

  



 
    
 

Good News From Heaven The Angels Sing  
A Christmas Carol For Children by Martin Luther (1483-1546) 
 

Good news from heaven the angels bring, 
Glad tidings to the earth they sing: 
To us this day a child is given, 
To crown us with the joy of heaven. 

 

This is the Christ, our God and Lord, 
Who in all need shall aid afford: 
He will Himself our Saviour be, 
From sin and sorrow set us free. 
 

To us that blessedness He brings, 
Which from the Father's bounty springs: 
That in the heavenly realm we may 
With Him enjoy eternal day. 
 

All hail, Thou noble Guest, this morn, 
Whose love did not the sinner scorn! 
In my distress Thou cam'st to me: 
What thanks shall I return to Thee? 

 

Were earth a thousand times as fair, 
Beset with gold and jewels rare, 
She yet were far too poor to be 
A narrow cradle, Lord, for Thee. 
 
Ah, dearest Jesus, Holy Child! 
Make Thee a bed, soft, undefiled, 
Within my heart, that it may be 
A quiet chamber kept for Thee. 
 

Praise God upon His heavenly throne, 
Who gave to us His only Son: 
For this His hosts, on joyful wing, 
A blest New Year of mercy sing. 
  



SCAMS to look out for: 
 

Do you get annoyed when you fill in a form and have to enter your phone number even when you 

know that the company doesn’t really need it? What are they going to do with it? 

Who will they give it to? 

Your privacy is valuable – protect your phone number with trueCall38! 

The solution: enter phone number 0333 88 88 88 88 (that’s three threes, eight eights) as your phone 

number, and if, or rather when, they call, those cold call culprits will hear the short but sweet recorded 

message:- "trueCall38 is handling my calls. I prefer not to be contacted by phone, so please contact 

me via my email address. Goodbye!" 

Genius! 

Note: Some online forms are very fussy and won't accept the full trueCall38 number. If the number is 

rejected then enter 0333 8888 888 (three threes, seven eights). 

 

---------------------- 
 

stay alert following reports of two serious scams currently targeting vulnerable people, particularly as 

the darker evenings set in.  

Community Alarm Payment Scam: Cold callers are contacting residents claiming to be from 

community alarm services, saying payments are due to keep the alarm active. They use convincing, 

coercive language to frighten people into handing over personal or bank details. Once the criminals 

have this information, they often follow up with a second scam call, pretending to be from the victim’s 

bank.  

NHS Impersonation Scam: Another scam involves callers pretending to be from NHS or GP 

practices. They claim to be updating patient records and ask people to click on a link or provide 

personal details.  

 
---------------------------------------- 

 
If it seems too good to be true 

It probably is. 
  



Prayers worth sharing 
 

 

 

 

 
Holy Jesus, 
by being born one of us, 
and lying humbly in a manger, 
you show how much God loves the world. 
Let the light of your love always shine in our hearts, 
until we reach our home in heaven, 
and see you on your throne of glory. 
Amen. 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
your birth at Bethlehem 
draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven touching earth: 
accept our heartfelt praise 
as we worship you, 
our Saviour and our eternal God. 
Amen. 

Christ born for us, 
Son of God, given for us, 
help us to know you, 
Light of the world, 
to worship and to serve you.  
Amen. 
 

May God, who has called us out of darkness 

            into his marvellous light, 

            bless us and fill us with peace. 

                                      ------------------- 

Crossword Answers 
Across  - Christmas;    Reindeer;     Snow;        Sod;         Nip;     Five;    Page;     Rings. 
Down  - Cards;     Inn;    Trees;     Iron;     Red;    Wise;    Onion;    Keys;     Hat. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        


