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Dear friends, 

‘I’m not religious.’ I’ve lost count of the times I’ve heard that. Sometimes it is almost 

apologetic, sometimes more of a challenge. I find it interesting that archaeologists seem to 

assume that structures like Stonehenge must have had a religious meaning: suggesting 

perhaps that all people were once religious (but no longer). It has also been said that all wars 

have been started by religion. Not true, but religion is often a factor, as it was in Northern 

Ireland, Bosnia and Kosovo. People on each side were identified by their religion, though 

those conflicts were about other things. What, then, do people mean by ‘religious’ or 

‘spiritual’? 

All these thoughts have arisen from a number of quite unrelated stimuli: a photograph of 

Adolf Hitler leaving church after a service; a comment once made during a Christian 

conference; the forthcoming exhibition of modern art at St Mary’s Guildford; two composers; 

and a prayer. The photograph appears in a book of Dietric Bonhoeffer’s prison poems. 

Bonhoeffer, remember was a Lutheran pastor and professor whose opposition to Hitler led 

to his execution, just a few days before the end of the War. Adolf Hitler went to church. He 

had his own chaplain. He was, in that sense, religious. He may have had a spiritual nature. He 

was certainly capable of love, as I learnt from a biography of his mistress Eva Brown. Yet by 

no means could we now think of Hitler as in any way Christian. 

Leslie Weatherhead was one of Methodism’s great wartime preachers in London, alongside 

William Sangster and Donald Soper. He addressed a Methodist Missionary Summer School in 

1933, his talks later published in the book ‘Discipleship’. One phrase stays with me: ‘The 

simple truth, whether we like it or not, is that religion can be a substitute for Christianity.’ He 

pointed out that ‘in the days of Jesus’ flesh the great enemy of Christianity was religion.’ It 

was, after all, the religious people who crucified Jesus. Yet Jesus did not reject religion. He 

was to be found in the synagogue, and spent time at the temple when in Jerusalem, as did his 

disciples. Weatherhead had a memorable ministry as a church pastor, robes and all, so the 

structure and ritual mattered, as they do still. But the difference is between the person who 

comes to church to feel superior, in some way, and the person who comes in humility, aware 

of their need of forgiveness, and ‘help in this business of living.’ 

I am looking forward to the exhibition of paintings from the Methodist Collection of Modern 

Art at St Mary’s. Each piece of art is a sermon in paint, for those with eyes to see. Yet that 

does not mean that each artist is necessarily a card-carrying Christian. God speaks through a 

fine artist, or poet, or playwright, or novelist, or musician, whether they are aware of it or 

not. I mentioned two composers. One is very much alive and has produced some of the finest 

Christian choral music of our generation, set often to his own poetry: Sir John Rutter. Yet 

Rutter does not regard himself as a Christian. He is clearly influenced by the Christian religion, 

and writes as one who speaks from the heart. It is one of God’s practical jokes, perhaps! Peter 

Maxwell Davis, who died ten years ago, was a similar case, writing the most beautiful music, 

much of it inspired by the Orthodox tradition. The Christian story gripped him, but he would 

have said that he was not a believer. To listen to his music is to encounter the living God in 

some mysterious way. 
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The prayer, from the Church of Scotland Common Order, expresses far better what I have 

been struggling to articulate here: ‘Let us praise and thank God for all great and simple joys: 

for the gift of wonder, the joy of discovery, and the everlasting freshness of experience; …for 

the joy of work attempted and achieved; for musicians, poets and artists, all who work in form 

and colour to increase the beauty of life; for the likeness of Christ in ordinary people, their 

forbearance, courage and kindness, and for quiet and faithful service cheerfully given.’ 

God bless, 

Peter 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources/Good News 

The Repair Café 

Repair Cafés are free meeting places and they’re all about repairing things (together). In the 

place where a Repair Café is located, you’ll find tools and materials to help you make any 

repairs you need. On clothes, furniture, electrical appliances, bicycles, crockery, appliances, 

toys, etc. You’ll also find expert volunteers, with repair skills in all kinds of fields. 

Visitors bring their broken items from home. Together with the specialists they start making 

their repairs in the Repair Café. It’s an ongoing learning process. If you have nothing to repair, 

you can enjoy a cup of tea or coffee. Or you can lend a hand with someone else’s repair job. 

You can also get inspired at the reading table – by leafing through books on repairs and DIY. 

Repair Café - Fix Your Broken Items 

Repair Cafés are held regularly across Surrey. You can find your nearest café by entering the 

name of your hometown here Visit a Repair Café Near You 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.repaircafe.org/en/
https://www.repaircafe.org/en/visit/


 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 


