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THOUGHTS FROM THE MANSE
- LET LOVE BE SINCERE –
Dear Friends,
"A vagrant came asking for food, one summer afternoon. I told him to come
around to the back door and asked him to sit on the floor while I went in to
bring the left-over food, after a food bazaar.
I brought him food and said to him to pray with me. I humbly asked him to pray
these repeated words of prayer with me. "Our FATHER in Heaven". He
changed the wordings to "Your Father in Heaven". I said.” No, say OUR
FATHER in Heaven". He again said, “Your Father in Heaven"!!!
This extremely Irritated me! I asked why do you say 'Your' father when I say
'Our' FATHER?'
He said, "Sir, it is like this. If I say Our FATHER, then we both become
brothers. If we are brothers, you would invite me in through the front door and
not the back; you would ask me to sit at your dining table not on the floor; you
will also not give me stale food! Sir, somehow, it's not possible that we are sons
of the same father!"
He may be your Father, but he can't be OUR father! Whose FATHER is He, can
you tell me?
It took a vagrant to teach me the truth. ‘A religion that gives nothing, costs
nothing, and suffers nothing, is worth nothing.’- Martin Luther
"God loves each of us as if there were only one of us” – Augustine
“Do all the good you can,
By all the means you can,
In all the ways you can,
In all the places you can,
At all the times you can,
To all the people you can,
As long as ever you can.”
– John Wesley

GOD becomes our FATHER when we treat one another as brothers and sisters.
Remember that. May the Lord help us to be more practical in our dealings with
our fellow persons that we see and know in this life.
Whether or not you have booked a holiday or are going abroad, carve some time
out this summer to just be. Have a holiday at home and do the things that feed
your soul and bring you peace and happiness! Have a lovely summer. Let us
treat one another with love and respect.
On behalf of Ama, the young men and myself, I wish you a happy and fulfilling
summer. Thank you.
All the best.
GOD Bless.
Rev George.

*********

EDITORIAL NOTE

The sun is a-shining,
The temperature’s soaring,
My energy’s flagging,
And editing’s boring!
Well, not really boring,
But needs concentration,
which fails with this heat
and the state of the nation.
For any mistakes, then,
I crave your indulgence!
Now out of this heatwave
I’ll take my recumbence!
*********
Any items for inclusion in the September issue of “The Voice” should be sent
to me by: WEDNESDAY 24th August 2022
via email: gillianbrierley13@gmail.com
or by post: 57, Darfield Rd. Guildford. GU4 7YY
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Steward’s Rota
August 7th (HC) Suzanne Burnham
10.30
August 14th
10.30
Helen Belsham
6.30
August 21st
10.30

Helen Belsham

6.30 (HC)
August 28th
10.30

Joan Wells
Iris Walker

Joan Wells

Gillian Brierley

Cari Rayner

Ruth McCulloch
Sheila Shackleton

Julie & John Wallis

Joyce Goodall
Maggie Woolcock

Glenys Magill
Margriet Rasker

Jane Vinall

Doreen Siame

Glenys Magill
Cari Rayner

Lyn McKay
Margaret Hyam
Sheila Shackleton
TBA

*********
Flower Rota
August 7th
14th
21st
28th

Pauline Daniels
Joan Wells
Suzanne Burnham
Ruth McCulloch

We have lost many people from this rota and would welcome anyone who would provide
flowers for a vase 3 times a year.
Pauline would be very grateful to hear from anyone who can offer, on her new number
01483 958905

*********
Organ Rota
Gillian Brierley
Joan Tabraham

August 7th; 21st pm.
August 14th am & pm; 21st am; 28th.
*********

Junior Church
August 7th; August 21st

Afternoon Tea at MMC
Please come and join us for afternoon tea at
Merrow Methodist Church, Bushy Hill Drive
on Thursday 18th August 2.30 - 4.30pm
Places limited so book now!
To book and for any queries, please contact:
Joan Wells Guildford 503737
Maggie Woolcock Guildford 502942
Ruth McCulloch Guildford 570824
Helen Belsham Guildford 823742

Gillian Brierley and Derek Varley
are very happy to announce their engagement.
They will “tie the knot” in Merrow Methodist Church
on Saturday October 22nd at 2.30pm

Photograph by Doreen Siame

*********

Church Anniversary -2022
Our Anniversary service on June 26th was led by Rev. Darlene McCarley, a
previous minister of our church.
The service included violin and saxophone music from Ollie and Catherine, two
members of the Guildford Scouts who held a tea party in our hall earlier this
year, and was followed by a buffet lunch.

Catherine and Ollie chatting with
Peter Walker

Welcome back to Brenda Fullelove
after her illness.

---------------------------------------------------------------

Following the lunch John Allman
was invited to cut the
celebration cake

and Rev.George Quarm congratulated
John and thanked him for his many
years of faithful service to this church.

Praying – the style of ‘Uncle Bob Sheffey’
At our recent Bible Study, the subject was ‘Prayer’ and the many different
‘ways’ and ‘means’ there are to pray. What method works for one person may
not work for another. One way may not be appropriate in a particular
situation. It led to a very interesting and thought provoking discussion.
Later, during some devotional reading, I read about ‘Uncle Bob Sheffey’ who
lived in the mid-19th century (circa 1840s) and was an American Methodist
Circuit rider going around the Virginia Hills. It turned out that he had a very
‘particular’ style of praying.
Prayer 1
Uncle Bob was trying to win a particular family over to Christ – so far with no
luck. On one visit, a member of the family had been bitten by a rattlesnake and
there appeared to be little hope of survival.
‘O Lord, we do thank thee for rattlesnakes. If it had not been for a rattlesnake,
they would not have called on You. Send a rattlesnake to bite Bill, one to bite
John and a great big one to bite the old man!’
(Admittedly, my devotional reading did not mention how this prayer went
down with the family!)
Prayer 2
After encountering moonshiners on his trip around the mountains, he stopped
and offered a long prayer to God to ‘smash the still into smithereens’. Shortly
afterwards, a tree fell down wrecking the still. Unperturbed, the owner rebuilt
the still and continued. Sheffey prayed again. This time – a flash flood
destroyed the still and surrounding area!
Prayer 3
Obviously, unsubtle hints were permitted within prayers too (as you will see!).
Whilst staying as a guest, he was asked to say grace before the meal. (Uncle
Bob loved chicken and dumplings by the way)
‘Lord, we thank Thee for this good woman;, we thank Thee for this good dinner
– but it would be better if the chicken had dumplings with it. Amen’
Apparently, Uncle Bob Sheffey had many unorthodox prayers and sermons
which encouraged many people to come to God – but got him known as ‘The
Peculiar Preacher’
Maybe prayer doesn’t have to be quite so formal and regimented?
Julie Wallis

JUNIOR PAGE – for the young and young at heart

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
How many words of 3 letters or more can you make from the letters in
the two words above?
Here are a few to start you off:
DAY; HAY; COOL; HISS
*********

Story time - When difficulties come our way
Jenny was getting frustrated and bored during her long school summer holiday
life, she asked her father what to do. Her father told her to bring an egg, two
tea leaves, and a potato. He then brought out three pans, filled them with
water, and placed them on the stove to heat.

Once the water was boiling, he told Jenny to place one item into each pot and
keep an eye on them. After 10 minutes, he asked Asha to peel the egg, peel
the potato, and strain the leaves. Asha wondered why..
Her father explained, “Each item was placed into the same surroundings, a pan
of boiling water, but see how each responded differently?”
He continued, “The egg was soft, but is now hard. The potato was hard, but is
now soft. And the tea leaves, they changed the water itself.”
The father then asked, “When we face difficulties we respond in the same
manner as they have. Now, are you an egg, a potato, or tea leaves?”
The Moral : There are different ways to respond to difficult situations. We can
make a choice.

I trust you’ve read the ‘Family News,’
So you know why I’m trilling,
P.8 holds news to trill about;
A trill that’s really thrilling!’

I17I I

I

As those of you who have read Barrie Tabraham’s books on the Wesleys will
know, both John and Charles were very devout Christians for many years, but
they assumed, to win God’s favour, they had to “keep to the rules”. They
prayed, studied the Bible, led good lives and carried out many works of mercy.
BUT their lives were sterile and disappointing.
After returning from America, where their efforts had met with near failure, in
1758 Charles met a group of Moravian Christians in London. In his journal he
wrote “At midnight I gave myself to Christ.” A strange thing to write by one
who had led such a devout life. However, he, and a few days later, John,
realised for themselves that Jesus lived and died for them personally, and both
their lives and attitudes were changed for ever.
Shortly after, Charles wrote what was, to him, a personal hymn (Singing the
Faith 345) “And can it be that I should gain an interest in the Saviour’s blood.
Died He for ME....?” This is now what we might call the Methodist National
Anthem, but we so often sing it with so much gusto, we neglect the words. So,
why not read it quietly on your own, and make it really live for you personally.
For Jesus gave His life for YOU.
.......................................................................

A girl of ten had a tooth extracted. She expected to find a gift from the tooth
fairy under her pillow. Nothing there! She burst into tears. Mum said “Surely at
your age you still don’t believe in tooth fairies.” The girl replied “I don’t, but I
do believe in money.”
.......................................................................

In the days of telegrams, a country minister went into town to order a banner for
the church’s nativity services. Unfortunately he forgot the measurement and
wired his wife for the details. The Post Office clerk was surprised when he read
the answer:
“Unto us a child is born. Seven feet six inches by one foot three.”
…...................................................................
With greetings from Puddletown, Ken Mills
*********

FOR CRICKET ENTHUSIASTS - WICKET WOOD, CHURT
As part of the Frensham Enclosure Act of 1855, Churt received an area beside
Frensham Great Pond ( near our home) which became known as the Old Cricket
Ground. A large recreation ground, including a new cricket ground, was
opened in 1921 as a memorial to the fallen in World War 1.
The old cricket ground area was extended in 1956 when Lady Lennard
presented the adjoining plot to the Council. The site is around 12 acres with a
public right of way.
Recognising its cricket heritage in the last few weeks the wood has been named
WICKET WOOD.
The old cricket ground is now named COVER POINT and the extra piece given
by Lady Lennard is EXTRA COVER.
Neat naming!

DOWN YOUR WAY – IN CHURT
Peter Walker
The Devil knew Churt rather well, and long before we arrived in the village his antics were
documented in its history.
It seems that the number of churches being built in the area was source of annoyance to him
with the result that, in his irritation he decided to dig a channel from the English Channel
with a view to flooding the area. His activities resulted in huge lumps of earth being flung
around the area of the South Downs until, disturbed by the crowing of a cock and thinking
that dawn was breaking, he leapt into Surrey, creating the Devil’s Punchbowl.
There is another version, which suggests that the Devil passed the time of day by hurling
lumps of earth at the god Thor. The suggestion is turned around in another tale, when it is
Thor who does the throwing to show his annoyance at the Devil, who was jumping across
what are now known as the Devil’s Jumps.
Whatever may be behind the stories, it is well known that the Punchbowl area is a mecca for
walkers, and we have been making ourselves familiar with the walks, some of which skirt
Ministry of Defence ground in the Hankley Common area.
By the 16th century the economies of hop growing and agriculture were overtaken by the rise
in the smelting of iron, with the area boasting a number of hammer ponds that were vital for
the iron-making process. The remaining ponds cannot begin to suggest widespread heavy
industry that once dominated the scene.
Today all is peaceful in Churt, where the traffic is concentrated on the A287 running past a
small shopping area and car showroom on its way to Farnham - in sharp contrast to its earlier
status when, in the 14th century, its huge timber resources were exploited for naval vessels
and the roof of the Great Hall at Westminster and the sound of hammer upon anvil hung in
the air.
-----------------------

A walk on the wilder side

Gibbet Hill and the Celtic cross
One of the more grisly walks takes us to Gibbet Hill, so named in memory of – as a nearby
inscription says – “a barbarous murder” committed on an unknown sailor, on his way to
Portsmouth in 1786. The sailor had called at the Red Lion, Thursley where he met the three
assailants. The Hampshire Chronicle of 1786 takes up the story:
“Sunday last a shocking murder was committed by three sailors, on one of their companions,
a seaman also ….. They nearly severed his head from his body, stripped him quite naked, and
threw him into a valley, where he was providentially discovered, soon after the perpetration
of the horrid crime, by some countrymen corning over Hind Head, who immediately gave the
alarm, when the desperadoes were instantly pursued, and overtaken at the house of Mr.

Adams, the Sun, at Rake. They were properly secured, and are since lodged in gaol, to take
their trials at the next Assizes for the county of Surrey.”

They were tried at Kingston, and found guilty of murder, and condemned to be hanged and
gibbeted near where they had committed the foul deed. On April 7th, 1787, the sentence was
carried into effect, the bodies being tarred and hung in cages until they rotted. The gibbet
remained for three years and was then blown down in a gale but to the present day this place
is known as Gibbet Hill. The site is marked by a Celtic cross, erected to the memory of the
dead sailor.
The murdered man was buried in Thursley churchyard, and over his remains was erected a
gravestone, bearing a carving representing three men killing the sailor, and an inscription as
follows:
In Memory of A generous, but unfortunate Sailor,
Who was barbarously murder’d on Hindhead, on September 24th, 1786,
By three Villains, After he had liberally treated them,
And promised them his further Assistance, On the Road to Portsmouth.
‘When pitying Eyes to see my Grave shall come,
And with a generous Tear bedew my tomb;
Here shall they read my melancholy fate—
With Murder and Barbarity complete.
In perfect Health, and in the Flower of Age,
I fell a Victim to three Ruffians’ Rage;
On bended Knees, I mercy strove t’obtain
Their thirst of Blood made all Entreaties Vain,
No dear Relations, or still dearer Friend,
Weeps my hard lot or miserable End.
Yet o’er my sad remains (my name unknown)
A generous public have inscribed this Stone
Gibbet Hill and the nearby area were mentioned by Dickens in his novel Nicholas Nickleby,
in the scene where Nickleby was walking from London to Portsmouth:“They walked upon the rim of the Devil’s Punch Bowl; and Smike listened with greedy
interest as Nicholas read the inscription upon the stone which, reared upon that wild spot,
tells of a murder committed there by night. The grass on which they stood, had once been
dyed with gore; and the blood of the murdered man had run down, drop by drop, into the
hollow which gives the place its name. ‘The Devil’s Bowl,’ thought Nicholas, as he looked
into the void, ‘never held fitter liquor than that!’”

What a story!
Submitted by Margriet Rasker
I went to the Genesis hotel via Exodus road. On the way, I saw Leviticus
recording the Numbers of people at Deuteronomy, while Joshua was waiting
at the Beautiful gate for the Judges to see Ruth calling loudly "Samuel, Samuel.
At one stage, the first and second Kings of Chronicles 1 & 2, were coming to
visit Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther about the misfortune of Job, their brother.
They started singing Psalms and teaching children the Proverbs of Ecclesiastes
and some Songs of Solomon. This coincided with the period that Isaiah was
engaged in Jeremiah's Lamentations together with Ezekiel and Daniel, their
friends. By that time, Amos and Obadiah were not around. Three days later,
Hosea, Joel and Jonah travelled in the same ship with Micah and Nahum to
Jerusalem.
Habakkuk then visited Zephaniah who introduced him to Haggai a friend of
Zechariah whose cousin is Malachi.
Sometime later, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John got involved in the Acts of the
Romans who were behaving like the 1st Corinthians group because the 2nd
Corinthians group were always at loggerheads with the Galatians.
At that time too, they realized that the Ephesians and Philippians were close
to the Colossians, and a suggestion for the first Thessalonians visit was made,
and that on their second Thessalonians visit, they should first of all see the
first and second of the Timothy brothers who had gone to the house of Titus
to teach Philemon his younger brother how to read and write in the language
of the Hebrews. On hearing this, James asked Peter twice to explain to him
how the three Johns had disclosed to Jude the Revelations of this journey.

August
From “The Poet’s Calendar” by Longfellow

The Emperor Octavian, called the August,
I being his favourite, bestowed his name
Upon me, and I hold it still in trust,
In memory of him and of his fame.
I am the Virgin, and my vestal flame
Burns less intensely than the Lion's rage;
Sheaves are my only garlands, and I claim
The golden Harvests as my heritage.
*********

Blackberries
-AnonOh! The annual joy of picking
Juicy berries, finger-licking;
Buzzing wasp and drowsy bee
Guard this harvest, ours for free.
Ripe and black on every bush
Fruit of summer, rich and lush,
Tempting berries, vicious thorns
Each enticing branch adorns.
Bowls are filled and very soon
Ends a perfect afternoon.
Cool of evening, time to dream;
Tea with blackberries and cream.

SCAMS
Phone call scams

HMRC scams - You may get a call from someone claiming to be
from HMRC saying there is an issue with your tax refund or an unpaid tax bill.
They may leave a message and ask you to call back.
Don’t be fooled by this.
The Vishing phone scam - These cold-call phone scams typically involve
fraudsters deceiving people into believing they are speaking to a police officer,
a member of bank staff or a representative of another trusted company or
agency such as a government department. They will sound authentic and may
try to persuade you to close an account because of theft, and divulge bank
details.
Don’t be fooled by this.
The Amazon scam - 'There's a problem with your Amazon account' The
enduring Amazon Prime scam continues to do the rounds This targets victims
through phone calls using a recorded message that prompts you to call back to
fix an issue with your account.
Don’t be fooled by this.
*********
and let’s not forget our advertisers who still face challenging times.
BTU INSTALLATION
BUTCHER CONISBEE
CARPETS LADYMEAD CARPETS
CARPENTRY NICK HAYWOOD
COAL MERCHANTS HILLS QUALITY COALS
DANCE GROUP SURREY SAINTS
DECORATOR RICHARD LEE
ELECTRICIAN WARREN MILTON
FISH AND CHIPS SEAFARE
FRESH FOOD SUPPLIES PEACOCKS
FUNERAL DIRECTORS ALAN GREENWOOD
FUNERAL DIRECTORS LODGE AND MONK
GARDEN MACHINERY J&M GARDENS
OAKWOOD BUSINESS CONSULTANTS
OSTEOPATH ANDREW PETERS
ROOFING ABLE ROOFING
SOLICITORS JENNIFER MARGRAVE

01483 590600
01483 283391
01483 506616
01483 225323
01483 252223
07900 902527
01483 612055
01483 458310
01483 534253
01483 829768
01483 567845
01483 562780
01483 894855
01483 276100
01483 570921
01483 283137
01483 562722

Wey Valley Circuit Prayer Diary

August 2022

1. Pray for the safety of all travellers.
2. Remember today all those who suffer from broken relationships, that they find healing.
3. Pray for all refugees wherever they are in the world that they can find peace and
settlement.
4. In your prayers today, pray for our local governments that they may act wisely.
5. Continue to pray for our local foodbanks, for those who use them and those who volunteer
to run them.
6. Pray for those in prisons, and those who care for them.
7. Pray for those leading worship today.
8. Give thanks for perfect picnic spots and open spaces and the pleasure of eating outside.
9. Pray today for all those who do the little unnoticed but important jobs in our Churches.
10. Give thanks today for Bees and Beekeepers.
11. Pray today for all those who organise events for our children over the summer holidays.
12. Pray today that you may use your time wisely.
13. Give thanks today for all the beauty that surrounds us, flowers, trees, birds, and gardens.
14. Give thanks for all our musicians, and praise God that we can sing and make a joyful
noise to our God.

15. Pray for all mothers and those who nurture children.
16. Pray using your thumb, this is the strongest digit on your hand. Give thanks for all the
strong things in your life, like home and family, relationships that support and sustain you.
17. Pray using your index finger, this is the pointing finger. Pray for all those people and
things in your life who guide and help you. Friends, teachers, doctors, nurses, emergency
services and others.
18. Pray using your middle finger, this is the tallest finger. Pray for all the important people
who have power in the world, like world leaders and their governments, members of
parliament and local councillors.
19. Pray using your ring finger, this is the weakest finger on your hand. It can’t do much by
itself. Remember the poor, the weak, the helpless, the hungry, the sick, the ill and the
bereaved.
20. Pray using your little finger, this is the smallest and the last finger on your hand. Pray for
yourself.
21. Give thanks for all those who read the Bible passages each week.
22. “Give us this day our daily bread” give thanks for the food you eat, and that the word of
God will sustain us.
23. Read Philippians 4 v 6-7
24. Pray for all the thirteen churches in our circuit.
25. Remember in your prayer today our pastoral workers and give thanks for the work they
do.
26. Pray for Night Vision at St Mary’s.
27. Pray today for the Chinese congregation at Trinity, as they welcome more people from
Hong Kong.
28. Pray today for the safety of those attending the Notting Hill Carnival.
29. Continue to pray for those who suffer because of wars and terrorism.
30. Pray today for all students who are preparing for the new term, and for those who will
teach them.
31. Wherever we are and whatever work we do, pray for zeal to serve God, and be guided by
him so that his will may be done, and his kingdom may come.

