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MESSAGE OF ASSURANCE FROM THE MANSE

Dear Friends,
What is a story a story? When it is in a book. And it only comes out of the book
at its appointed time, gets read, and then back into the book it goes.
A story is also about that which belongs to another age, another society, another
time, a fantasy, a drama. It may never have anything more to do with us, than
simply be an interesting text.
It ceases to be just a story when we find ourselves in it. When we find our dayto-day society engaged with the issues that are portrayed in it. No story will
ever mean anything, unless it has something to say to us. If a story chronicles
events of another era, then it is called history. It remains a dead story, unless it
has relevance for today, and speaks to us of the day-to-day issues of today.
Today’s issues are death and resurrection. Today, we are facing up to what we
believe are these issues. We stand on one side or the other on the issue of war.
We may have been in favour of war. We may have not let the subject touch us.
We have mostly had an opinion on the subject, and that is because it is here. It
is affecting us. We are confronted with it every time we switch on.
IT IS NOT A STORY, IT IS REAL.
Death-The death of freedom, the death of truth and compassion. The death
of a society, a country, a people.
The death of Jesus Christ remains visible today. His, was not just death, it was
not just an accident, in the wrong place at the wrong time. It was miscarriage of
justice. He was innocent. He had done nothing wrong. He stood for all that was
good, compassionate, He stood for love. He was a victim of evil. What if the
people had marched on the Praetorian and demanded that Jesus be released?
That he be set free. That he should not die. Where would that leave us?
Strangely, they did not. They demanded the release of a known criminal instead.
Jesus died. Hopeless News. What was the world coming to? Death. This is the
issue of today. Without it, we cannot see beyond it.
Resurrection Is what lies beyond it. After the horrors of death, be it an
individual or mass death, there is a time of limbo, when time itself is on hold.
Grief, shock, anxiety, despair and dejection fill space between the event and its
truth. Yet eventually, the time comes, when light returns. Life returns. A
rebuilding, a sense of meaning puts back the perspective. Hope for the future is
restored. Time is restored. And all because there had been a death.

Our Lord has written the promise of resurrection, not in books alone but in
every leaf of springtime.
– Martin Luther
Salvation is the root–the resurrection is the fruit. Let the Church rejoice in the
hope of this remarkable story of the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus the
Christ.
“Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and trust also in me. There is
more than enough room in my father’s home. ...When everything is ready, I will
come and get you, so that you will always be with me where I am.” John 14:1-3.
Indeed this is the story we hear, read. The story of love, care and redemption.
The story is written down for us to read and remember. It is not a fiction story
but non -fiction. Christ died and rose again. "This is my story, this is my song"
Hold on to the story handed to us. The story of hope and assurance.
Two thousand years ago, in the Middle East, an event occurred that
permanently changed the world. Because of that event, history was split.
Every time you write a date, you are using the Resurrection of Jesus Christ
as the focal point, e.g. AD 2022
We live and die; Christ died and lived! The resurrection of Jesus changes
the face of death for all His people. Death is no longer a prison, but a
passage into God’s presence.
My prayer is that you will experience the power of the resurrection and be
empowered to live daily for Christ.
Finally,
Ama and myself are grateful to God and His Church for praying for our son,
who underwent a kidney transplant in London last week (mid-April) . We
cannot ask for more only for your continuous prayer for his complete recovery
which we hope will take a few days, months or years. “With God all things are
possible” Luke 1:37. Thank you for your prayers, support and care.
God bless our church, community and the world. "Blessed Assurance Jesus is
Mine" -Halleluyah !
Rev George.
MESSAGE FROM THE MANSE

EDITORIAL NOTE

I think I may have mentioned,
That though you’re well intentioned,
You have not sent much in for me to print.
A few, with good intention,
Whose names I shall not mention
Send monthly copy and they do not stint.
But all of you now reading,
Please heed my interceding,
I’d welcome any article to edit.
This plaintive interceding,
Should revitalise your reading,
Your name in print will give you all the credit!

Any items for inclusion in the AUGUST issue of “The Voice” should be sent to
me by: WEDNESDAY July 21st 2022
This will be a short ‘summer’ edition
via email: gillianbrierley13@gmail.com
or by post: 57, Darfield Rd. Guildford. GU4 7YY
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Important: It is our practice at Merrow to publish THE VOICE on the website. This is an
important source of information about the life of our church and we want to share it with
others. However, we recognise that some contributors may be uncomfortable with a
mention on our web page and we will be happy to omit your name and any other
personal details in any future issue if requested to do so.
Please advise at the time of submitting the copy.
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Merrow Methodist Church Choir
The choir would welcome new singers - Soprano, Alto, Tenor or Bass.
Choir practices are on Wednesday mornings at 10.30am
and last just over 1 hour.

Women’s Fellowship
Monday 4th July 2.30 pm.

Iris Walker will speak about “Adam and Eve & Jonah and the Whale”
Open to all

Action for Children Sunday 10th July 10.30 am
The theme of this year’s Action for Children Sunday service is ‘A Star in every
Child’. Jane Briggs will be leading the service and there will be envelopes
available for donations.
There’s a Star in every Child help them shine
AFC believe there’s a star in every child. When a child has a safe and happy
childhood, you see their star shining. Ir’s wonderful. It’s that twinkle in their
eye. It’s their infectious enthusiasm for everything. It’s their curiosity,
personality and imagination bursting to life.
Right now, millions of children in the UK don’t have a chance to shine. Their
childhoods are overshadowed by abuse and neglect, poverty and poor mental
health.
Last year, our wonderful supporters helped reach more than 600,000 children,
young people and families.
Together AFC made sure children in crisis had essentials, like food and
warmth. They protected children living in the shadow of domestic abuse and
neglect. They gave young people the tools to look after their mental
health. And AFC were a vital lifeline for parents - both in person and online.
*********

Service of Thanksgiving
We would like to invite you to come and share in a Service of Thanksgiving for
the recent Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
on
Sunday 24th July at 6.30pm at Merrow Methodist Church.
Reverend Barrie Tabraham has kindly agreed to take this service, which will
include Holy Communion. There will be the opportunity to hear from some of
the pilgrims during the service and more informally
over tea and cake afterwards.
Revd Claire Hargreaves and Helen Belsham

Save the Date
Afternoon Tea at MMC
Please come and join us for afternoon tea at
Merrow Methodist Church, Bushy Hill Drive
on
on Thursday 18th August 2.30 - 4.30pm
places limited, so book now!
To book and for any queries, please contact
Joan Wells Guildford 503737
Maggie Woolcock Guildford 502942
Ruth McCulloch Guildford 570824
Helen Belsham Guildford 823742

and a THANKYOU from Pauline Daniels
Many thanks to all those who attended, helped and made cakes for the
June Coffee morning. £300 has been sent to the

Air Ambulance Service for Kent, Surrey and Sussex

Whilst you were drinking your coffee and eating your cake the Air Ambulance
was actually taking part in the rescue of sailboarders who found themselves in
difficulties in rough seas off Eastbourne.

Bible Study
The Tuesday morning Bible Study
is held at 11am each 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month ( not in August)
in Lavender Cottage, Marlyns Drive, the home of Pauline Daniels.
It is prepared and led by Gillian Brierley
The sessions last for just over an hour and are an opportunity for us to meet in
fellowship to look more deeply into scripture and our relationship with God

These are informal gatherings.
You can take part as little, or as much, as you wish.
You don’t HAVE to
Speak
Or
Read
You might JUST like to
Listen
And
Think
but

YOU WILL BE WELCOME

Whitechapel Mission 2022
July Appeal
The Whitechapel Mission has helped the
homeless in London since 1876. Today, it is
recognized as one of London’s most
effective homeless charities. The
pandemic and cost of living crisis sadly
means that the need continues to grow.
The charity provides showers, breakfast,
lunches, training, advice and dignity to all
who walk through its doors every day of
the year. Clients are mainly men, although
there are also services for homeless
women.

GODALMING UNITED CHURCH
(Methodist and United Reformed)
Bridge Street, Godalming GU7 3DT

Urgently needed: Men’s Clothing,
Toiletries and
Non-perishable Breakfast foods for

THE WHITECHAPEL MISSION

The aim of the charity is to transform lives
from homelessness to hope by helping
clients reconnect to family, commit to
sobriety, find a job and place to live and to
be able to plan for the future.

A collection of these items will be
held during the period

Entirely dependent on public support, the
Whitechapel Mission always needs
donations of clothing which is in good
condition and suitable for street dwellers,
toiletries and non-perishable breakfast
foods.

Please ask your friends, neighbours
and colleagues to help as well!

This appeal is being coordinated through
the local Methodist churches of the Wey
Valley Circuit, between
1st July and 11th July 2022.
Thanks to all for the contributions that you
will make and thanks to Glenys who has
kindly agreed to take the goods on our
behalf of Merrow Methodist Church

1st July to 11th July 2022

For further information on the charity:
www.whitechapel.org.uk
Any queries, contact Ryan Kelley 01483
423261

Collection times at Godalming
United Church will be:
Friday 1st July

Saturday 2
July

nd

Sunday 3rd July

12 noon to
1.30 pm

Items highlighted in bold are needed the
most urgently:
BREAKFAST FOODS
Tinned fruit
Weetabix
Bottled water
Ketchup

10.30 am to 12
noon
11.30 am to
12.30 pm

Tuesday 5th July 2 pm to 3 pm
Wednesday 6th
July

6 pm to 7 pm

Friday 8th July

12 noon to
1.30 pm

Saturday 9th July 10.30 am to 12
noon
2 pm to 3 pm
Sunday 10th July 11.30 am to
12.30 pm

Chopped
Tomatoes
Chocolate
Spread
Jam
Sugar

Any cereals

Shredded
Porridge
Wheat
Baked Beans Plum
tomatoes
Peanut
Brown
Butter
Sauce
Honey
Nutella

Squash
Instant Hot
Chocolate
MEN’S CLOTHING
Winter
Winter Coats
Jackets
Woollen
Woollen
Gloves
Hats
T-shirts
Jumpers

Biscuits
Coffee

Baseball
Caps
Woollen
Scarves
Hand
Towels
Boxers

Bath Towels

Underpants

Jeans 28-36”

Trousers 28- Small
34”
Rucksacks
Men’s Shoes Socks

Men’s
Trainers
TOILETRIES
Toothbrushes
Hand Cream
Spray
Deodorant
Shampoo

Body Lotion
Moisturiser
Shower Gel
Roll-on
Deodorant

Body Wash
Razors
Shaving
Foam

JUNIOR PAGE – for the young and young at heart
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Can you find the words in bold italics in the above word-search square?
July sees the beginning of the school holidays and the end of exams.
Hopefully the sun will shine, the birds will sing and there will be no rain.
There may be days at the seaside, lying on the beach, swimming or at least
paddling.
Perhaps, if you are lucky you may see some crabs scuttling about in a rock pool
*********
July is the seventh month of the year in the Julian and Gregorian calendars
and the fourth of seven months to have a length of 31 days. It was named
after the famous Roman general Julius Caesar; it was selected by the
Roman senate, being the month in which he was born.
.July is the warmest month in the Northern Hemisphere on average.
Sometimes the hot, long days of July are called the "dog days of summer".
Alexander the Great and Nelson Mandela also had July as their birth
month.

Story time
The Farmer and the Well

One day, a farmer was looking for a water source for his farm and bought a
well from his neighbour. The neighbour, however, was cunning.
As the farmer came to draw water from his well the next day, the neighbour
refused to let him take any water.
When the farmer asked why, the neighbour replied, “I sold you the well, not
the water,” and walked away.
Angry and unhappy, the farmer went to the king to ask for justice. He
explained what had happened.
The king called on Birbal, one of his nine, and wisest, courtiers and Birbal want
to question the neighbour, “Why don’t you let the farmer take water from the
well? After all, you did sell the well to the him”
The neighbour replied, “I did sell the well to the farmer but not the water in it.
He has no right to draw water from the well.”
Birbal thought for a while and then said, “Look, since you sold the well, you
have no right to keep the water in it as it now belongs to the farmer. Either you
pay rent to him for the water or take it out immediately.”
Realizing that his scheme had failed, the neighbour apologized and went home.
The Moral

Cheating will not get you anything. If you cheat, you’ll pay soon enough

What kind of tree fits in your hand?
A palm tree!
How do we know that the ocean is friendly?
It waves!
How do you prevent a summer cold?
Catch it in winter.
*********

As Rosemary’s head is now quite bowed with arthritis, she finds looking
upwards almost impossible. Fortunately there are some large houses with
beautiful ceilings, where a mirror has been placed in the centre of the floor,
enabling visitors to view the ceiling without straining their necks.
It is not possible for us to “see” God, in all His glory. However, by reading the
Gospels which tell of Jesus’ words and actions, we are able to understand more
fully what our God is like.
We find in Jesus, love, compassion, understanding and forgiveness. So why not
re-read the gospels and see God at work, then and now?
..............................................................
A couple moved to their new upstairs flat and held a house-warming party.
They and their guests had a whale of a time, with loud music and chatting. Then
the phone rang. When the wife hung up she said to her husband “ I’m so glad
we didn’t try to buy the flat downstairs. They said it is very noisy.”
………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Did you hear of the man who went into a second-hand shop to buy one for his
watch?
..............................................................
Q. Why does a surgeon wear a mask while performing an operation?
A. So that, if it goes wrong, the patient won’t know who did it.
..............................................................
With greetings from Puddletown . Ken Mills

SCAMS
Nothing new this month, but always remember:
If it sounds too good to be true, it almost certainly is!
Do not divulge personal details especially banking details, pin numbers etc… ..
however plausible the person requesting them sounds.
*********
and let’s not forget our advertisers who are all facing challenging times.
BTU INSTALLATION

01483 590600

BUTCHER CONISBEE

01483 283391

CARPETS LADYMEAD CARPETS

01483 506616

CARPENTRY NICK HAYWOOD

01483 225323

COAL MERCHANTS HILLS QUALITY COALS

01483 252223

DANCE GROUP SURREY SAINTS

07900 902527

DECORATOR RICHARD LEE

01483 612055

ELECTRICIAN WARREN MILTON

01483 458310

FISH AND CHIPS SEAFARE

01483 534253

FRESH FOOD SUPPLIES PEACOCKS

01483 829768

FUNERAL DIRECTORS ALAN GREENWOOD

01483 567845

FUNERAL DIRECTORS LODGE AND MONK

01483 562780

GARDEN MACHINERY J&M GARDENS

01483 894855

OAKWOOD BUSINESS CONSULTANTS

01483 276100

OSTEOPATH ANDREW PETERS

01483 570921

ROOFING ABLE ROOFING

01483 283137

SOLICITORS JENNIFER MARGRAVE

01483 562722

July
by Rebecca Hey
Gone are Spring’s graces! Mute her melodies!
Yet in their place what Summer can bestow
Freely she yields; she tunes the river’s flow
To gentlest music, - fills with sweets the breeze –
Gives the last flush of leafage to the trees, Flowersto earth’s nursing bosom, - to the sky
Brightness oppressive from intensity, And calms, with halcyon wing, the azure seas.
Such are her spells! – yet I look back on Spring
(As middle age delights on youth to pore)
With feelings mournful but unmurmuring.
I ever loved the bud more than the flower.
And hope than full enjoyment: thence I cling
Alike to life’s and nature’s budding hour.

*********

In July
By Alice Marland (Wellington) Rollins

The hot sun stooped, his eager thirst to slake;
I trembled for the trembling little lake.
I thought to see it shrivel in his clutch
But lo! It bloomed with lilies at his touch.
Fear not sweet saint, by joy to be undone;
Peace comes with joy, like lilies with the sun.

Prayers worth sharing

Father God
Help me to love the life I live right now.
Show me the good things I often overlook and help me to be content
with what I have.
Forgive me when I compare myself to others and forgive me for
longing for things outside of You and Your kingdom.
Thank You for loving me wherever I am, just as I am.
Help me keep my eyes on You.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.
- Nicki Koziarz *********

Lord, enlighten my mind with truth, inflame my heart with love,
inspire my will with courage, enrich my life with service. Pardon what
I have been, sanctify what I am, and order what I shall be.
Amen.

