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This month’s message comes to us from a different source,
‘ANSWER PHONES!’
– some thoughts from Barrie Tabraham
George has asked me to write a short article for ‘The Voice’, and since I’ve been
getting increasingly frustrated with the answer phone in my study, I thought a few
words related to this little device and related to our faith, might be appropriate.
First, the messages which we leave on other answer phones. On more than one
occasion I’ve been unprepared to receive an automated message when I’ve dialled a
number, and have prattled away until cut off by the machine – and then had to ring
back and apologise for my incoherence! It’s not always easy to say exactly what you
want to convey, and also be succinct and polite.
But the recorded messages we put on our own answer phones can also be a
challenge! We can be too curt (“Sorry, Barrie is out. Ring back later”) or too
detailed, with a list of other people or phone numbers to ring that is impossible to
remember. When Joan and I get a new phone, it usually takes a dozen or more
attempts to get the messaging right.
Thirdly, however, and perhaps more interesting, are the messages we hear when
we ring other phone numbers. Who hasn’t rolled their eyes in exasperation when
greeted with, “Your call is important to us . . . “, and then forced to wait a long
queue? And what about “The person you’re calling knows that you’re calling . . . “ –
and we wonder whether they really do! And there’s also the infuriating “I’m sorry,
there’s no one to take your call, as all our lines are busy”, to which I have often
responded, “Aaarrrgghh!” or with words I couldn’t possible put here!

All this makes me think of our praying. It’s all too easy to present God with a long
list of requests, whether for others or for ourselves, and forget that prayer is a
conversation that involves listening – which is perhaps the hardest part.
God in his wisdom and love has many ways of speaking to us, and I can do no better
than point you to a hymn of Charles Wesley’s that has helped me enormously in my
praying; Singing the Faith 450: ‘Open Lord, my inward ear . . .’, especially the first
two verses. And just as our prayers need not necessarily be formed into words and
sentences, so God can speak to us ‘spirit to spirit’ in many different ways.
The prophet Jeremiah could testify to this (see Jeremiah 33 vs. 3) and one could
hardly find a more suitable example of a man who struggled to maintain his faith.
We know, I am sure, that – unlike the people we are trying to reach on land-lines or
mobiles – God always answers our prayers. A wise Christian once said to me many
years ago when I was a teenager, “Barrie, God always answers your prayers – maybe
not at all times as you might want, but always as you need.”
Good advice to anyone wrestling with prayer. All God asks is that we keep the
connection open, as it were, and allow him to speak to us. Even our most trivial
pleas are important to God, which is why Jesus reassured his disciples that our
Father, the one who calls the stars by name, counts the very hairs of our heads.
Barrie Tabraham May 2022
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EDITORIAL NOTE

In this month, for nineteen days
Spring retreats, her time is past.
Then upon the twentieth day
Summer can begin at last.
Honeysuckle scents the air,
Every rose a work of art.
Carp swim, languid, in the sun,
Midges swarm and swallows dart.
But in power at Pentecost,
Spirit, born in wind and fire.
Spring bequeaths this holy gift,
May it still our hearts inspire.
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like
the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were
sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each
of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit …. (5th June)

*********
Any items for inclusion in the July issue of “The Voice” should be sent to me by:
Thursday June

23rd 2022

via email: gillianbrierley13@gmail.com
or by post: 57, Darfield Rd. Guildford. GU4 7YY

Stewards for Sunday worship
Date
June 5th
HC 10.30
June 12th am
pm
June 19th
June 26th
Church Anniv.

Vestry
Hugh Bradley

Worship Leader

PA/AV
Glenys Magill

Helen Belsham

Gillian Brierley

Cari Rayner

Joan Wells
Suzanne Burnham

Glenys Magill
Margriet Rasker Julie & John
Wallis
Doreen Siame
Jane Vinall

IrisWalker

Door
Maggie Woolcock
Margaret Hyam
Ruth McCulloch
Ann Carpenter
Sheila Shackleton
Joyce Goodall
Glenys Magill
Wendy Bradley

Organ Rota:
Gillian Brierley – June June 5th; 12th a.m; 26th
Joan Tabraham – June 12th p.m; 19th

Flower Rota:
June 5th - Lyn McKay
June 19th -Glenys Magill

June 12th - Wendy Bradley
June 26th - Sheila Shackleton

Sunday morning coffee:
June 5th – Ruth McCulloch & Margaret Hills
June 19th – Maggie Woolcock & Margaret Hyam

Communion Stewards:
June 5th – Glenys Magill & Doreen Siame

There will be Junior Church on
June 5th & 19th

Rev Sydney Samuel Lake’s Testimony Service
at Walton-on-Thames Methodist Church at 4pm on Sunday 5 June.
Parking at the church itself is limited but attached is a map showing parking
5 mins walk away and there is a car park even closer in Manor Road.
For catering purposes it would be useful for Walton to have an idea of numbers, so
if you are intending to go could you please let Ross Richardson know in advance.
Ross can be contacted on r.richardson952@btinternet.com or 01932 851371.
*********

Women’s Fellowship
Monday 6th June 2.30pm – speaker - Rev. Peter Hills
-------

and an advance notice
Monday 4th July – Iris Walker
‘Adam and Eve and Jonah and the whale’
*********

OUTLET
June 13th 7.30pm.
There will be a short AGM to plan for next year followed by a DESSERT and
JUBILEE QUIZ while you have a drink and eat your dessert (s)!
We will start the meeting at 7.30 this month and there’s no charge for this meeting so
please do come, all welcome!
It would be great to have ideas for September onwards and we also need to recruit a
couple of committee members including a treasurer!

*********

Festival Afternoon at Guildford St Mary’s
3 - 5 pm on Sunday 19 June.
Cream Teas and time to explore the church and what goes on there will be followed by a
Wey Valley Methodist Church Service at 5pm giving thanks for the updated facilities at
St. Mary’s and for the ministry of Rev Keith Beckingham.
For catering purposes, it would be helpful to have an idea of numbers so please let Helen know if
you are intending to go.

Church Anniversary
Sunday 26th June 10.30am
led by Rev. Darlene McCarley and followed by a buffet lunch.

There will be a list to sign up for the lunch on the notice board. We will be asking
for help nearer the time - Joan W and Suzanne
*********

‘Together We Can’
A new course will be running at MMC
every Wednesday afternoon, 2 - 4pm from June 8 – July 13 2022.
For any further details please have a word with Helen (823742).
Any offers of help would be gratefully received.

-------------

and Save the Date –Thursday 18 August - Afternoon Tea for our local community
and members of the church. More details to follow in due course.

COFFEE MORNING
Thursday 9th June from 10.30 - 12.30
in aid of the Air Ambulance Service for Kent, Surrey and Sussex

A Double Celebration
On May 2nd Women’s Fellowship held a tea party
celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.

Ama cuts the cake

to

AND
On May 5th Marjorie Rye celebrated her 100th birthday

A happy centenarian
with her bouquet of flowers from the church family,
a beautiful plant from Lunch Club
and proudly holding her telegram from the Queen.
Every good wish to you Marjorie and many congratulations!
---------

Marjorie would like to thank you all for your good wishes,
cards and gifts

UNLOCK ANNUAL LONDON WALK
23RD APRIL 2022
A smaller than usual number of us undertook this year’s walk around the London
Borough of Tower Hamlets in East End, one of the poorest areas of the capital.
Every year Unlock organises a planned route around different areas of London,
highlighting the role and work of different churches within their local Communities.
This year’s route was 7.5 miles – although it felt longer! It took us through Bethnal
Green, Mile End, Stepney Green, Whitechapel, Spitalfields. & Shadwell.
As always, the contrasts encountered were rich and varied, with luxury new homes
built alongside council flats built to replace slums in the 1930’s, 1970’s tower blocks
and 19th century worker’s cottages now worth well in excess of a million pounds
each. The walk is an interdenominational event and we met other walkers from many
different churches across the South East of England.
Churches of different denominations were open along the route providing
information and refreshments to the walkers. These included: Bethnal Green Mission
Church, our first stop; the East London Tabernacle where Unlock staff were present
to inform us about their work and challenges they encountered; Latimer
Congregational Church with its beautiful haven of a garden open to the public during
the week; St Mary & St Michael’s RC Church in Shadwell and Christ Church
Anglican Church in Spitalfields. Many of the churches were working in partnership
to provide support and night shelter to homeless people and practical support to
refugees settling in the area as well as responding to local need in a variety of ways.
The walk took us past the East London Mosque & London Muslim Centre based on
Whitechapel Road. Unlock walkers were invited to go in and be given a short tour if
they wished to do so. We decided to do this and were given a short, interesting tour
by a friendly guide and his young daughter- emerging with our goodie bags
containing a copy of the Quran!
We ended our walk after a visit to Christ Church, Spitalfields near the vibrant
Spitalfields Market and headed for home after a fascinating walk around a lesserknown part of London. It was a long but interesting day.
The sponsorship from this annual event is the main fund-raising event for Unlock – a
small Christian Charity working in deprived urban areas to share the word of the
Gospel. I’m really delighted to advise that thanks to the commitment of the walkers
and the generosity of the those who sponsored us, we have to date raised the
marvellous sum of £800 for Unlock this year! I think this is the highest sum ever
raised by Our Church. Thank you so much on behalf of Unlock to all who supported
this event. We hope more of you will be able to join us for next year’s walk which
will be on Saturday 22nd April 2023.

Maggie Woolcock
The editor apologises for being unable to print this photograph vertically.

JUNIOR PAGE – for the young and young at heart
A June Crossword
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Across:
5. A sweet scented summer shrub
7. Birds build them
8. Goddess of agriculture, fertility, grains, the harvest, motherhood, the earth, and
cultivated crops ;
9. These 4 legged rodents also build nests
12. Abbreviation for doctor
13. One of these doesn’t make a summer
16. The highest point of many churches
17. Fields and moors are full of these woolly creatures
Down:
1. A popular garden flower which may ramble or climb
2. A creepy-crawly whose hard front wings form a shell.
3. An adult caterpillar
4. Honey makers
6. A bird or toy, flying high
9. A summer flying and biting insect
10. Advertisers might put one up
11. A red, commemorative flower
14. Brightly striped, but with a sting
15. You may slip on it or eat one

Story time
The Golden Egg

.

Once upon a time, a farmer had a goose that laid one golden egg every day.
The egg provided enough money for the farmer and his wife to support their daily
needs.
For a long time the farmer and his wife lived happily together, but, one day, the
farmer thought to himself, “Why does the goose give us just one egg a day? Why
can’t we take them all at once and make a lot of money?” The farmer told his wife
his idea, and she foolishly agreed.
Then, the next day, as the goose laid its golden egg, the farmer quickly took a sharp
knife, killed the goose and cut it open, in the hopes of finding inside her all her
golden eggs. But there was no store of golden eggs there.
The farmer quickly realized his foolish mistake and proceeded to cry over what he
had lost; one egg a day and the goose which laid them.
As the days went on, the farmer and his wife became poorer and poorer. How
greedy and how foolish they had been.
The Moral
Never act before you think

Bible Study at the home of Pauline Daniels, (2nd and 4th Tuesdays each month at
11am) is usually attended not only by members of Merrow Methodist Church, but
also by the resident cat which stalks in to see what is happening and nuzzles a few
favoured feet and handbags.
Cats can be very affectionate although they are independent and intelligent creatures.
Quite why they have given rise to different sayings I am not sure….
Why, I ask, The cat’s whiskers?
An old-fashioned British saying. —meaning that someone or something is very
appealing, top rated in that category.
They are also, of course, fine adjustable wires in a crystal radio receivers.
This is also the name of a plant - Orthosiphon Aristatus

named Cat’s Whisker plant because the spikes of flowers have long white stamens
protruding from the flowers, and they look like pure white whiskers.
The term 'cat' also came into use by the flapper set as a slang word for person, or
cool person, thus, 'the cat's pyjamas' became a way to say that someone was cool,
great, special, the best.

A charity worker visited a young single mother, with a gift of money. He rang the

bell; no reply. He knocked loudly; still no reply. So he went back to the office. A few
days later he met the lady in the street and mentioned his call. She said “Oh, I heard
the doorbell, and thought it was the rent collector, so I kept quiet. I couldn’t find
enough money to pay him. “
When I worked in Oxford, I visited Keble College and saw Holman Hunt’s painting
The light of the world, showing Jesus, lantern in hand, knocking at a door. But there
was no door-handle. The door had to be opened only from inside.
If we hear Jesus calling us to follow him, he offers us the gifts of forgiveness, love,
and compassion. There is no need to hide. God provides the strength and ability to
live a Christlike life, if we open the door.
------Two ladies never got along together. They met up at a dinner party, and one said to
the other, looking at her necklace, “They almost look like real pearls” “They ARE
real pearls “ snorted the other.” “You say that, but the only way I could tell would be
to bite them.” “You are welcome to try” she replied, “but you would need real
teeth.”.
------A wealthy M.P. went into the local art gallery & started to impress the attendant with
his knowledge. “That one is surely by Goya, isn’t it? “ “No sir, that’s a
Gainsborough .“ “But the next one is a Renoir, I’m sure.” “No, sir, it’s by Monet.”
“Well I know that ugly looking one must be The Scream” by Munch “
“ That sir, is a mirror” was the reply.
Ken Mills, Puddletown, Dorset
*********
HAIR CUT
A minister, known for his lengthy sermons, noticed a man leave during the middle of
his message. The man returned as the sermon concluded. Afterwards the minister
asked the man where he had gone. “I went to get a hair cut,” was the reply. “But,”
protested the minister, “why didn’t you do that before the service?” “Because,” said
the man, “I didn’t need one then.”

This article came to Iris and Peter a few days ago from a friend who had been in a car crash
about five years ago. His wife, daughter and grandchild were killed. After being terribly
withdrawn for a long time his Christian faith has sustained and enabled him to share these
thoughts ……

HOW WELL DO OTHERS KNOW US?
We are known on many levels. Obviously our parents would appear to know us best of
all because they brought us up and helped us to develop our character. They would
often know what we were thinking as soon as we did! They sometimes know us less
well as we get older and may misjudge us and our motives more often.
Our siblings don’t know us quite as well as our parents and their knowledge is more
about our competitiveness, what games we like to play, and other things which affects
our interaction. There is often a lot of rivalry and arguments when we are younger but
we can find that we get on much better when we are older. Other relations have less
knowledge of us, especially if they live some distance away and seldom see us.
Now we come to our friends, some of whom will know us better than others. It will
also depend on our nature. Some, like me, are fairly open and easy to read, but even I
could keep a small part of me secret from everyone except my wife. On the other hand
some friends are more private and very difficult to read so that you never really get to
know the person. It very much depends on how much they are prepared to let us into
their lives.
Friendship has many levels. Acquaintances only know us on a superficial level. Then
we have those with whom we have a stronger friendship. They know our character
quite well and also our likes and dislikes to some extent. Some friends presume they
know us very well whereas they can misjudge and be very wrong at times. There are
friends who are very perceptive and know you extremely well and these become our
best friends. Best friends know a lot about our desires, thoughts and wishes, as well as
how we probably feel at any moment. We feel comfortable and at ease in their
company and share our deepest secrets with them. We count them as part of our
family and they are always there for us.
Then there’s our ultimate friend, our true love. I never had any secrets from my wife
except birthday and Christmas presents. She was my soulmate and we usually knew
how each other felt and even what we thought, sometimes even saying the same thing
out of the blue.
I’m extremely thankful for family and friends as I am sure you are for yours.

THE WHITE CHAPEL MISSION - 2022 JULY APPEAL
Once again the WHITE CHAPEL MISSION needs our help in putting aside items for their
appeal. Please keep your eye on the news sheet for a couple of things that you will need to know:



when you can drop off your contributions ( likely to be early July) and
where you can leave your goods

Glenys Magill has kindly agreed to take the goods to Godalming on our behalf and the leaflet
shown here will tell you what items are urgently needed. Please ask your friends and neighbours as
well and see the website www.whitechapel.org.uk for further information on the Charity.
Thanks to all for the contributions that you will make and thanks to Glenys for agreeing to take the
goods our behalf of Merrow Methodist Church.

Whitechapel Mission
The Whitechapel Mission has helped the homeless in London since 1876. Today, it is
recognized as one of London’s most effective homeless charities. The pandemic and
cost of living crisis sadly means that the need continues to grow.
The charity provides showers, breakfast, lunches, training, advice and dignity to all
who walk through its doors every day of the year. Clients are mainly men, although
there are also services for homeless women.
The aim of the charity is to transform lives from homelessness to hope by helping
clients reconnect to family, commit to sobriety, find a job and place to live and to be
able to plan for the future.
Entirely dependent on public support, the Whitechapel Mission always needs
donations of clothing which is in good condition and suitable for street dwellers,
toiletries and non-perishable breakfast foods.
This appeal is being coordinated through the local Methodist churches of the Wey
Valley Circuit, between
1st July and 11th July 2022.
For further information on the charity: www.whitechapel.org.uk
Any queries, contact Ryan Kelley 01483 423261

GODALMING UNITED CHURCH
(Methodist and United Reformed)
Bridge Street, Godalming GU7 3DT

Urgently needed: Men’s Clothing, Toiletries and
Non-perishable Breakfast foods for
A collection of these items will be held during the period

1st July to 11th July 2022
Please ask your friends, neighbours and colleagues to help as well!
Donation times and specific items needed are detailed inside this leaflet.

Collection times at Godalming United Church will be:
Friday 1st July

12 noon to 1.30 pm

Saturday 2nd July

10.30 am to 12 noon

Sunday 3rd July

11.30 am to 12.30 pm

Tuesday 5th July

2 pm to 3 pm

Wednesday 6th July 6 pm to 7 pm
Friday 8th July

12 noon to 1.30 pm

Saturday 9th July

10.30 am to 12 noon
2 pm to 3 pm

Sunday 10th July

11.30 am to 12.30 pm

Monday 11th July

7 pm to 8 pm

Items highlighted in bold are needed the most urgently:
BREAKFAST FOODS
Tinned fruit
Weetabix
Bottled water
Ketchup
Chopped
Tomatoes
Chocolate
Spread
Jam
Sugar

Any cereals

Shredded Wheat
Baked Beans
Peanut Butter

Porridge
Plum tomatoes
Brown Sauce

Honey

Nutella

Squash
Instant Hot
Chocolate
MEN’S CLOTHING
Winter Jackets
Winter Coats

Biscuits
Coffee

Woollen Gloves

Woollen Hats

Woollen Scarves

T-shirts
Bath Towels

Jumpers
Underpants

Hand Towels
Boxers

Jeans 28-36”

Trousers 28-34” Small
Rucksacks
Men’s Shoes
Socks

Men’s Trainers
TOILETRIES
Toothbrushes
Hand Cream
Spray
Deodorant
Shampoo

Body Lotion
Moisturiser
Shower Gel
Roll-on
Deodorant

Baseball Caps

Body Wash
Razors
Shaving Foam

June by Rebecca Hey
This is the year's sweet prime! Methinks, like Youth,
'Tis poetry embodied! Nay, I deem,
Delightsome June! that Fancy's brightest dream
Outvies not thy fair beauty; nay in sooth,
For once she need but borrow hues from Truth
To picture thee. Now yield we every sense
To the sweet season's genial influence,
And banish from our bosoms care and ruth.
Ask we for fragrance? Lo! each little flower
Yields to our scarce-breathed wish its incense sweet;
For music? Hie we to the glade and bower,
There the blithe birds shall give us welcome meet;
For beauty? deck'd in all its living power,
Earth lays her brightest trophies at our feet.

*********
Love is ….
Love is a smile, a glance, a fleeting touch,
a wordless moment, shared, that means so much.
The helping hand; the shedding of a tear;
A murmured “Thanks” to one whom you hold dear.
Love is a treasure, hidden or expressed;
Love knows no measure, swells within the breast;
Sometimes a stifled longing through the years;
Laughter recalled, but mayhap bitter tears.
Love ever gives, forgives, out-lives the past.
Through troubled hours, ‘tis love will hold you fast;
God’s gracious blessing, poured from heaven above,
O’er faith and hope, his greatest gift is love.
(Anonymous)

SCAMS
---------Fraudsters take any new opportunity by email, phone, websites or texts to part you
from your money. If it sounds too good to be true, it probably is!
Beware of cold callers. If you succumb, do not sign up to anything on the day. Get
other quotes, or say that you need to consult a friend or family member before going
ahead. Pressure tactics are rife.
Council Tax Rebate Scams
Those who pay their council tax via Direct Debit do not need to do anything and if
you pay by other means your local council will contact you.
You will NOT be asked to make a payment to verify your bank details or pay
anything in the form of a voucher!
If you think you may have handed over your bank details or made any payment to a
scammer then please contact your bank and report the matter to Action Fraud on
0300 1232040
*********
Action Fraud
Is aware of a scam circulating where criminals are contacting victims claiming to be
from Action Fraud If you get a call from someone claiming to be from them, hang up
immediately. Action Fraud will never contact you to ask for your bank account
details or to verify your PIN number. If you have handed over these details, call your
bank immediately.
*********
Remote access tool scams will often begin with a browser pop-up saying that your
computer is infected with a virus, or with a call from someone claiming to be from
your bank saying that they need to connect to your computer in order to cancel a
fraudulent transaction on your account.
DO NOT download anything or connect via a remote access tool. This gives the
criminal access to the victims computer or mobile phone.

And let’s not forget our previous advertisers in these still challenging times.

BTU INSTALLATION

01483 590600

BUTCHER CONISBEE

01483 283391

CARPETS LADYMEAD CARPETS

01483 506616

CARPENTRY NICK HAYWOOD

01483 225323

COAL MERCHANTS HILLS QUALITY COALS

01483 252223

DANCE GROUP SURREY SAINTS

07900 902527

DECORATOR RICHARD LEE

01483 612055

ELECTRICIAN WARREN MILTON

07976 354293

FISH AND CHIPS SEAFARE

01483 534253

FRESH FOOD SUPPLIES PEACOCKS

01483 829768

FUNERAL DIRECTORS ALAN GREENWOOD

01483 567845

FUNERAL DIRECTORS LODGE AND MONK

01483 562780

GARDEN MACHINERY J&M GARDENS

01483 894855

OAKWOOD BUSINESS CONSULTANTS

01483 276100

OSTEOPATH ANDREW PETERS

01483 570921

ROOFING ABLE ROOFING

01483 283137

SOLICITORS JENNIFER MARGRAVE

01483 562722

Prayers worth sharing

Prayer of St Francis
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:
where there is hatred let me sow love,
where there is injury let me sow pardon,
where there doubt let me sow faith,
where there is despair let me sow hope,
where there is darkness let me give light,
where there is sadness let me give joy.
O divine master, grant that I may
not try to be comforted but to comfort,
not try to be understood but to understand,
not try to be loved but to love.
For it is giving that we receive,
it is forgiving that we are forgiven,
and it is dying that we are born to eternal life.
Amen.

