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MESSAGE FROM THE MANSE
Help someone if you could afford to in life
Dear Friends,
Let me share a true story with you.
He lived with me during our undergraduate days because his parents were
poor.
My family didn't mind. In fact, he had the key to my room, he could come in
any time like any child in my family.
He respected me so much, we were so close.
After our Youth Service, I travelled to Switzerland for further studies in 1984.
My parents had the means of income to support me.
Before long I settled in Geneva, his letters started coming in, asking about life
in Switzerland and telling me about the ever-difficult life in my motherland.
I told myself, it was better that I sever my relationship with this poor guy,
before he started to ask me to bring him to Switzerland.
Haven't I done enough in his life? I asked myself.
Let him go and sort himself out.
I finally severed the relationship!
I didn't allow him to have access to me again.
Not long, I heard he had become the Personal Assistant (P.A.) to a Medical
Doctor. Good for him.
In no time the Medical Doctor became a Political Minister of a Region, and was
sponsored to the Parliament house to work as an Administrator. After a few
years, he had become a prominent figure and living a wonderful life. He later
studied and became an eminent Ear, Nose and Throat specialist, working in
one of the prestigious hospitals in the US, and later established in my
motherland.
While still struggling in Switzerland, it dawned on me that I had missed it. A
friend God gave me to assist and yet I stopped. I severed the relationship.
Whilst back at home, I had a referral to see an ENT specialist and there I sat in
front of him sharing tears. He forgave me and we became friends again, due
the faith and cultural values we shared.
We would have together built a wonderful bond, going by the respect he had
for me, when I left him for further studies. I am truly sorry for my mistake.
A very true-life story I have shared with you.
Whom are you helping today?
He or she may be the one to help you tomorrow.
You might be indirectly taking care of your tomorrow by helping him today.

Remember, life is a seed!
Who is it that you are helping? Don't stop, don't malign the person.
Whatever the situation and circumstance of your family and friends,
don't neglect them in times of need.
Even if you don't have money, you should have words that could comfort
them.
Some people only need those words of encouragement to forge on in life.
Just be a blessing to everyone who crosses your path.
RELATIONSHIP IS AN INVESTMENT.
Let us help one another in any and every way that we can.
God bless Stoughton, Merrow, West Horsley and Sheerwater, and our World.
We need peace and friendship in our time, not wars and divisions.
Thank you.
God bless.
Uncle George.

EDITORIAL NOTE

Sweet smelling blossom on hedges of Hawthorn.
Maypoles with dancing and Queens of the May.
All these fond mem’ries of innocent childhood
Still strong as ever, remembered today.
Heavy the scent of that sweet smelling blossom.
Many the years since I wandered that way.
Time stops for no-one, but memories linger,
Still strong as ever, a childhood in May.
-------
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ROTAS FOR MAY
Stewards for Sunday worship
Date
May 1st
HC
May 8th am

Vestry
Helen Belsham

pm
May 15th

Hugh Bradley
Suzanne Burnham

Worship Leader

Hugh Bradley

PA/AV
Jane Vinall
Cari Rayner

Glenys Magill
Margriet Rasker Julie & John
Wallis
Jane Vinall

May 22ndam Joan Wells
HC
pm Joan Wells
th
May 29
Suzanne Burnham

Doreen Siame

Glenys Magill
Cari Rayner

Door
Maggie Woolcock
Margaret Hyam
Wendy Bradley
Joyce Goodall
Sheila Shackleton
Ruth McCulloch
Julie Wallis
Anne Carpenter
Maggie Woolcock
Margaret Hyam

Silent Prayer Steward’s Rota: Wednesday from 10-11.00 am
Date

th

May 4
May 11th
May 18th
May 25th

Door Steward

P/A

Helen Belsham
Julie Wallis
Hugh Bradley
Maggie Woolcock

Glenys Magill
Glenys Magill
Glenys Magill
Glenys Magill

Organ Rota: Gillian Brierley – May 22nd am & pm; May 29th.
Joan Tabraham – May 1st, 8th, 15th.
*********

Bible Study

all welcome
at Pauline Daniel’s
on the first and fourth at 11.00am Tuesday mornings

May 3rd - “Creation matters”
May 24th - t.b.a.

WHAT’S HAPPENING
In MAY
Women’s Fellowship
Monday 2nd May 2.30 pm
Platinum Jubilee Tea to celebrate the Queen’s 70th Anniversary.
We have invited our friends from”Together We Can”
Monday 6th June 2.30pm – Rev. Peter Hills
Monday 4th July – Iris Walker
‘Adam and Eve and Jonah and the whale’

*********

OUTLET
Outlet - May 9th 7.30 for 8pm
£3
Damon Young
Our Neighbourhood Community Police support worker
will speak and would like to answer any questions
and address any concerns we may have.
Please either bring your questions or email them to either
Ruth McCulloch or Jan Walker beforehand.
Jan.walker@ntlworld.com
ruthmcc52@gmail.com
Everyone welcome!

*********

Save the Dates
A new ‘Together We Can’ course will be running at MMC every Wednesday
afternoon, 2 -3 pm from June 8 - July 13 2022. More details to follow but if you would
like to find out more about coming along or helping now please have a word with
Helen (823742).
and
Please remember in your prayers the 26 pilgrims from the Wey Valley Circuit
travelling to the Holy Land, 9 - 16 May.

Our local mission
at
No.5 and Mulberry House
Ruth McCulloch has now taken over as our link with Mulberry House and
No.5.
Mulberry House is a supported housing service in Guildford for Single
Homeless Young Women. The service offers low to medium support with
24-hour staff cover to 15 residents for a maximum of 2 years.
Number Five night shelter in York Road is modernising and enhancing its
service so rough sleepers can get the help they need to turn their lives around.
Emergency accommodation for rough sleepers will continue but the service
will be enhanced by opening 24-hours day, with round the clock client support
and provision of onsite specialist workers to help people get back on their feet.
Needs for Mulberry House
For gardening: Secateurs, seeds, compost and perhaps tomato plants if anyone has any
spare.
Toiletries will be useful
For cooking & baking: sugar, flour, syrup, oats, dried fruit, herbs, spices, tomato
purée, tins of tomatoes, tuna. (Small sizes for small family group size).
If you left a Sainsbury’s bag in the box and would like it back, I will leave it in the box
and thank you very much for the donation! I took a delivery to both Mulberry house
and Number 5 for Easter!
Needs for Number 5
 Bin bags
 Eggs; Milk; Butter
 Ham/cold meats/tinned meat; Tinned fish (Pilchards, tuna..)
 Juices/squash
 Pot Noodles
 Mayonnaise; Ketchup
 Marmite
 Washing powder; Dishwashing liquid



Please give generously

Coffee morning in Aid of Christian Aid




Thursday 12th May from 10am to 12 noon
 in the church foyer.





All are welcome


If you are able to help or bring a cake please let Lyn know.







Gift envelopes will be available from 12 May to 21st May.
and below is a link to Merrow Methodist Church pre-created
donation page and where you can see live updates of all the
donations:
https://giving.give-star.com/online/christian-aid/guildford-merrowmethodist-christian-aid-week-2022
In Zimbabwe drought starves the crops and mothers find it painful to
send their children to bed hungry.
Our gifts will go a long way

South-East District Networking Day on
Refugees, Migrants & Displaced Persons
Thursday 26th May 2022,
Redhill Methodist Church, Gloucester Road, Redhill, RH1 1BP
Redhill Station is 5 minutes' walk away.
Gloucester Road NCP car park is opposite the church.
Refreshments available from 11.00
Programme for the day:
11.30
Worship & general introductions
11.45
Fuller introductions and discussion in groups according to the
county you are in
12.30

Feedback

1.00

Lunch

1.45
Discussion in groups according to the type of initiative you're
involved/interested in
2.30

Plenary -

Feedback
Information-sharing
Purpose & timescale of any future meetings

2.50
3.00

Closing prayers
Close

Register to attend by emailing Rev Hazel Forecast at
hazel.forecast@methodist.org.uk. Please say which Circuit, Church, group or
project you are part of.

Our Easter display
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Clues:
Across
1.You see them in the fields in Spring
6. This tree, or hedge, flowers in May
8. A gardeners slimy enemy?
9. A lawn of grass in the UK or of this (4 letters) in Japan
12. A refreshing fruit
13. In Spain it mainly falls on the plain.
14. Caterpillar to chrysalis to ? (9 letters)












Down
1.They make hills in the garden
3. 6 across bears May - - - - - - A popular bird with a speckled breast
You might dance round this, this month
Every singular answer in this crossword is one of these!
10. New green growth from a seed
11. Flower or girl’s name
12. This Queen appears in Shakespeare’s “Romeo and Juliet”

Story time
A Wise Old Owl
There was an old owl who lived in an oak tree.

Every day, he observed incidents
that occurred around him.
Yesterday, he watched as a young boy helped an old man carry a heavy basket.
Today, he saw a young girl shouting at her mother.
The more he saw, the less he spoke.
As the days went on, he spoke less but heard more. The old owl heard people
talking and telling stories. He heard a woman saying an elephant jumped over
a fence.

He heard a man saying that he had never made a mistake.
The old owl had seen and heard what happened to these people and there
were some who became better, some who became worse. But the old owl in
the tree had become wiser, each and every day.
The Moral : Be more observant. Talk less, listen more. This will
make us wise.

Gill’s trills
Did March come in with lion’s roar
Or meekly as a lamb?
Were April showers rain or snow?
Will May with gentler breezes blow?
The answer is, I just don’t know.
But buds unfurl their leaves of green
And swallows dart above.
In every flower and every tree
The hand of God is there to see,
His gift of love to you and me.
*********

Ken’s Pen

Aristides, a non-Christian, defended the Christians before Emperor Hadrian, in
the second century A.D.
As follows:Christians love one another. They never fail to help widows: they save orphans
from those who would hurt them. If a person has something they give to one
who has nothing. If they see a stranger, they take them home and treat them as
brother or sister. Not brothers in the normal sense, but through the Spirit, in
God. If they hear that one of them is in prison or being persecuted for
professing the name of their Redeemer, they give him all he needs. This really
is a new kind of person. There is something divine in them.
Would a modern day non-Christian say the same about us?
............................................................
An old lady who lived out in the countryside went to the big town and to the
cinema. When buying a carton of popcorn she expressed surprise at the cost.

“The last time I went to the pictures” she said, popcorn cost only six old pence.
“ The seller replied “Then you’ll be surprised; there is both sound and it’s in
colour.”
..............................................................
A chap was at the Cup Final, with an empty seat beside him. A man on his other
side said “It’s unusual for somebody to miss out at such a big game.”
“It’s my wife’s seat” he replied. “I see,” his neighbour said,” Is she unwell?”
“No; she has died”. “So sorry to hear that. Couldn’t you find someone else to
take her seat”. ”No, they’re all at her funeral.”
With greetings once again from Puddletown. Ken Mills
*********

Walker’s talk
Choral Prayer for Ukraine,
John Rutter
John Rutter wrote:
“Prompted by the terrible events in the Ukraine, I composed a setting, for ‘a
cappella’ choir, of an anonymous Ukrainian prayer. I hope the meaning of the
text will resonate in people’s hearts and reach out to the people of Ukraine in
their hour of need.” JR
‘Lord, protect Ukraine.
Give us strength, faith, and hope, our Father.
Amen’
Listen to this moving prayer on Utube

Hugh’s views
What I love about this time of the year is being able to go out into the garden
and discover new green shoots from plants which were cut right back in the
autumn or indeed from some which we thought had died off completely. If we
now carefully tend and nurture these we will be rewarded with abundant
growth throughout the rest of the year and hopefully for years to come.
Church life in Merrow post COVID feels a bit like that. With the 2020 lockdown
and faltering on/offs since then, most of our community and church fellowship
initiatives died off but now we are seeing real green shoots of recovery!

We are now just completing our Spring six
week course of “ Together We Can”, a programme developed by Surrey County
Council Adult and Social Care Team designed to benefit those in our
community who might be feeling isolated or lonely. This has been attended by
twelve guests and their feedback has been very positive. Our next course will
now run during June and July on Wednesday afternoons from 2.00 - 4.00pm.
Our Tuesday Community Luncheon Club is now back up and running on the
first Tuesday of every month and intends this year to continue throughout the
Summer.
We used to host a Youth Hub run by Matrix and have been approached by the
youth workers with a suggestion of a monthly Monday after-school-club aimed
at pupils from years 7 and eight. Again green shoots of recovery……
Gillian Brierley was chatting recently, at the Scout tea party, to some musical
teenagers who showed an interest in sharing their talents with us one Sunday
morning.
Women’s Fellowship group continues to meet at 2.30pm on the first Monday
of the month and our Outlet Group at 7.30 for coffee on the second Monday of
each month.
After a busy Easter we are now planning ahead for our Church Anniversary on
Sunday 26th June. How the year flies by, but by then we will hopefully be
enjoying seeing how the green shoots have matured both in the garden and in
our post COVID church life. Hugh Bradley.

May I say what a wonderful afternoon I had at the
1st Merrow Scout Group tea party
held in our church hall on April 2nd.

The boy and girl scouts were excellent and enthusiastic hosts, serving up a
plentiful and tasty tea, as well as sharing some interesting conversations.
We hope to welcome some of their instrumentalists to play at some Sunday
morning services in May and June.
It was a pleasure to see (and hear) so many young folk on our premises and to
know that scouting still flourishes in Merrow.
with
Beavers: 6 - 8 years (2 Colonies, Wednesday & Thursday evenings)
Cubs: 8 - 10½ years (3 Packs, Monday, Wednesday & Thursday evenings)
Scouts: 10½ - 14 years (1 Troop, Friday evening)
Explorers: 14 -18 years (1 Unit, Monday evening)

May trivia
May is known as a month of transition. If you live in the northern hemisphere,
the fresh cold winds and the rains of early spring are gone. By the time May
comes around, the spring flowers are blooming, birds are chirping, and life is
starting to seem a little more joyful day by day!
The name May Is the modern-day English adaption of the Latin word Maius,
which has origins going back to the time of the ancient Greeks. They named
the month of May (or Maius) after the Greek goddess of growth.
A Roman poet by the name of Ovid had different ideas surrounding the
etymology of the naming of May. He claimed that it was from the word
Maiores, the Latin for “elders,” that the month gained its name.
The word May wasn’t actually used until the middle ages were on their way
out, around the 15th Century AD. Up until then, the Roman word Maius was still
used.
May used to have a very different name in Old English. Back then, the month
was referred to as the “month of three milkings.” Unsurprisingly, this meant
that during this month, you could milk your cows up to three times per day!
May was once considered an incredibly ill-omened time to get married. There’s
an adage for it actually, which goes: “Marry in May and you’ll rue the day.” It’s
not clear where exactly the saying comes from and it isn’t just a bad time to
get married, though.
There’s the Cornish superstition that buying a new broom in May is unlucky.
Oh, and apparently, you shouldn’t wash any blankets either!
The birthstone for May is the emerald or beryl and typically ranges in colour
from a deep-sea green to a lighter shade. Emeralds are symbols of fertility and
rebirth.
May has two birth flowers – the Lily-of-the-Valley, representing the return of
happiness and sweetness, and the Hawthorn (or May blossom) - a symbol of
hope.

POETRY
CORNER

May Poem by John Clare
(abridged)
Come queen of months in company wi all thy merry minstrelsy,
The restless cuckoo absent long and twittering swallows chimney song,
And hedge row crickets notes that run from every bank that fronts the sun,
And swathy bees about the grass that stops wi every bloom they pass,
And every minute every hour keep teazing weeds that wear a flower ……..
The shepherd goes wi happy stride wi moms long shadow by his side,
Down the dryd lanes neath blooming may that once was over shoes in clay,
While martins twitter neath his eves which he at early morning leaves.
The driving boy beside his team will o’er the May month beauty dream,
And cock his hat and turn his eye on flower and tree and deepning skye,
And oft bursts loud in fits of song and whistles as he reels along
Crack[ing] his whip in starts of joy, a happy dirty driving boy ………….
Each morning now the weeders meet to cut the thistle from the wheat
And ruin in the sunny hours full many wild weeds of their flowers
Corn poppys that in crimson dwell calld 'head achs' from their sickly smell
And carlock yellow as the sun that oer the may fields thickly run
And 'iron weed' content to share the meanest spot that spring can spare
Een roads where danger hourly comes is not wi out its purple blooms
And leaves wi points like thistles round, thickset that have no strength to
wound
That shrink to childhoods eager hold like hair-and with its eye of gold
And scarlet starry points of flowers Pimpernel dreading nights and showers
Oft calld 'the shepherds weather glass' that sleep till suns have dyd the grass
Then wakes and spreads its creeping bloom till clouds or threatning shadows
come
Then close it shuts to sleep again which weeders see and talk of rain
And boys that mark them shut so soon will call them 'John go bed at noon’

The girls are glad wi hopes of play and harping of the holiday…………………..
Old may day where's thy glorys gone, all fled and left thee every one
Thou comst to thy old haunts and homes unnoticd as a stranger comes.
No flowers are pluckt to hail the now nor cotter seeks a single bough
The maids no more on thy sweet morn awake their thresholds to adorn………
But all is past the merry song of maidens hurrying along
To crown at eve the earliest cow is gone and dead and silent now.
The laugh raisd at the mocking thorn tyd to the cows tail last that morn.
The kerchief at arms length displayd held up by pairs of swain and maid
While others bolted underneath bawling loud wi panting breath
'Duck under water' as they ran. Alls ended as they ne'er began.
While the new thing that took thy place wears faded smiles upon its face.
And where enclosure has its birth it spreads a mildew oer her mirth
The herd no longer one by one goes plodding on her morning way
And garlands lost and sports nigh gone leaves her like thee a common day.
Yet summer smiles upon thee still wi natures sweet unalterd will
And at thy births unworshipd hours fills her green lap wi swarms of flowers
To crown thee still as thou hast been of spring and summer months the queen.
(This is only a small part of a much longer poem)

John Clare

John Clare was an English poet. 1793 - 1864
The son of a farm labourer, he became known for his celebrations of the
English countryside and sorrows at its disruption.
In this poem he bemoans ‘enclosure’ - a movement in the 18th and 19th
centuries to take land that had formerly been owned in common by all members
of a village, or at least available to the public for grazing animals and growing
food, and change it to privately owned land, usually with walls, fences or
hedges around it.

SCAMS
Beware of claims that certain 'gadgets' can reduce your power bills - don't
believe everything you read ….. if it sounds too good to be true, it probably is!
---------Fraudsters take any new opportunity to try to swindle some extra cash so please
don't get taken in by any emails, calls, websites or texts claiming they can get
you your money quicker.
Council Tax Rebate Scams
Those who pay their council tax via Direct Debit do not need to do anything
and if you pay by other means your local council will contact you.
You will NOT be asked to make a payment to verify your bank details or pay
anything in the form of a voucher!
If you think you may have handed over your bank details or made any payment
to a scammer then please contact your bank and report the matter to Action
Fraud on 0300 1232040
*********
Action Fraud
Is aware of a scam circulating where criminals are contacting victims claiming
to be from Action Fraud If you get a call from someone claiming to be from
them, hang up immediately. Action Fraud will never contact you to ask for your
bank account details or to verify your PIN number. If you have handed over
these details, call your bank immediately.
*********
Remote access tool scams will often begin with a browser pop-up saying that
your computer is infected with a virus, or with a call from someone claiming to
be from your bank saying that they need to connect to your computer in order
to cancel a fraudulent transaction on your account.
Criminals will try to persuade the victim to download and connect via a remote
access tool, which allows the criminal to gain access to the victims computer or
mobile phone. If the victim allows the criminal connection via the tool, they are
able to steal money and access the victims banking information.

And let’s not forget our previous advertisers in these still challenging
times.
BTU INSTALLATION

01483 590600

BUTCHER CONISBEE

01483 283391

CARPETS LADYMEAD CARPETS

01483 506616

CARPENTRY NICK HAYWOOD

01483 225323

COAL MERCHANTS HILLS QUALITY COALS

01483 252223

DANCE GROUP SURREY SAINTS

07900 902527

DECORATOR RICHARD LEE

01483 612055

ELECTRICIAN WARREN MILTON

07976 354293

FISH AND CHIPS SEAFARE

01483 534253

FRESH FOOD SUPPLIES PEACOCKS

01483 829768

FUNERAL DIRECTORS ALAN GREENWOOD

01483 567845

FUNERAL DIRECTORS LODGE AND MONK

01483 562780

GARDEN MACHINERY J&M GARDENS

01483 894855

OAKWOOD BUSINESS CONSULTANTS

01483 276100

OSTEOPATH ANDREW PETERS

01483 570921

ROOFING ABLE ROOFING

01483 283137

SOLICITORS JENNIFER MARGRAVE

01483 562722

Prayers worth sharing

We pray for peace
Please use the hymn by Alan Gaunt
StF 719
as your prayer this month
and
May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
and the Love of God
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with us all
now and forever more
Amen

