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MESSAGE FROM THE MANSE
Dear Friends. Greetings from Ghana.
Every blessing from (Ama & Uncle George)
There is only one thing worth being concerned about. Mary has discovered it, and it will
not be taken away from her.” Luke 10:42 (NLT)
Have you ever wondered what your life’s mission is? What is your purpose? Most of us
have wondered that at some point. I learned a lot about missions when I met my friend
Andrew.
Fifty-three-year-old Andrew Barr has had Type 1 diabetes since he was 15 years old, as
well as recurring cholesteatoma, which has resulted in hearing loss in both ears.
While he admits he has fallen short time and time again, Andrew aspires to live what I call
a “mission-possible life”: a life that glorifies God through living out his unique purpose.
I had the opportunity to spend a few days with Andrew in 2019. Part of my mission was to
encourage him, but by the end of our time together, he was the one encouraging me! It’s
funny how God works that way so often.
In light of the health challenges Andrew has had to endure, he recognises what it means to
live a mission-possible life.
Andrew told me, “God created me with a purpose: to know Him and to make Him known.
It’s easy to fall into the temptation of thinking life is about me and my plans, but I’m always
reminded that the mission I’ve been given by God is much bigger and better than any
worldly pursuit. By giving God control over my plans and following His instead, it makes
the work I do have meaning and significance.”
This amazing young man has a heart that desires the greater things, what Jesus
called “the good part” (Luke 10:42, NASB) or, as the New Living Translation puts it,
the “one thing worth being concerned about.”
We find this verse in the story of Mary and Martha. Jesus is speaking to Martha about her
sister Mary, who had discovered the one important thing.
“There is only one thing worth being concerned about. Mary has discovered it, and it will
not be taken away from her.” (Luke 10:42)
And what is that one thing?
Pursuing God, sitting at His table, being in His presence without worry, fear, anxiety,
resumé́ -building or winning a title.
It’s not that we never think about those things, but we don’t let them dominate our vision.
We strive and strain forward in this life with Jesus as our focus, with His will as our goal,
and with His rewards as our prize.

Even at his young age, my friend Andrew has the wisdom to point out the dangers of mecentric living. This is tempting for all of us, no matter how young or old, no matter if you’re
a parent or a preacher, a student or a teacher, a web creator or a music maker. I love what
Andrew once shared with me: “You’ll end up empty if you make life or your mission about
yourself. I feel most fulfilled and in line with my purpose when I’m looking outside of myself
and my own desires and putting that energy into pouring into others. When you look
outside yourself, that’s where your true mission is found.”
This reminds me of the power and passion that come when you are focusing your energy
outside of yourself. I want to live each day more alive and more passionate because of
what Jesus has done for me. The past — His death and resurrection — keeps me
motivated in the present to change the future.
When we determine to live “mission possible,” we won’t look back one day and wrestle
with regret, or wonder what we did with our lives. Because we, right now, have a specific
role to play in bringing faith, hope and love to a world in need.
Lord, what does “the one thing” look like in my life today? How are You calling me to
pursue You, to simply be with You without worry or ambition? I want to know and receive
Your calling to me, not out of a desire to perform but because I long to bring Your love to a
weary world. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
cc :(An ardent reader of a friend Tim Tebow-study)
FOR DEEPER STUDY
Ephesians 2:10,
“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” (ESV)
What gifts, talents and opportunities has God put in your life right
now to serve Him and others?
How can you encourage others
as they fulfill their own “mission-possible”
assignments from God?
We need every hand, strength and self for our mission here in the Wey Valley Circuit,
especially in all my pastoral areas. The Lord needs you in this "collective calling to make
fishers of souls"
All the best. Let us be mission minded.
Thank you.
George.

EDITORIAL NOTE

Helen sent me this photograph of Uncle George and Ama
as they set off on their trip to Ghana.

By the time this edition of “The Voice” goes to print they should be safely back with us once again.
That George sent his “Message from the Manse” winging its way over the miles and oceans, shows
that we were not forgotten.
This month’s poetry corner has a poem by Robert Browning, the title of which could be the title
for George’s message to us all - “Home Thoughts from Abroad”

Any items for inclusion in the May issue of “The Voice” should be sent to me by:

April 22nd 2022
via email: gillianbrierley13@gmail.com
or by post: 57, Darfield Rd. Guildford. GU4 7YY
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Worship Leader
Gillian Brierley
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Maggie Woolcock
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Silent Prayer Steward’s Rota: Wednesday from 10-11.00 am
Date
6th

April
April 13th
April 20th
April 27th

Door Steward

P/A

Ruth McCulloch
Helen Belsham
Maggie Woolcock
Hugh Bradley

Glenys Magill
Glenys Magill
Glenys Magill
Glenys Magill

Flower Rota: April
Easter and

3rd Joy Kendall
10th Sheila Shackleton
April 24th Margaret Hills,
Gill Vinall and Beryl Miles

Organ Rota: Gillian Brierley – April 3rd am; April 10th pm; April 15th 2pm
Joan Tabraham – April 10th am; April 14th 7.30pm
Junior Church: April 3 and 17th
Communion Steward:
April 3rd – Doreen Siame

Bible Study
“Creation matters”
at Pauline Daniels’ Home.
April 12th & 26th at 11.00am
*********

Women’s Fellowship
Women’s Fellowship Monday 4th April 2.30 pm
Easter Holy Communion by ‘Uncle George'

*********

OUTLET
Outlet meets on the 2nd Monday of the month
7.30 for coffee - 8pm start.
We have a variety of Speakers and everyone is welcome to join us.
At our March meeting, Peter Walker gave an entertaining and interesting insight
into ‘Hansard, the Ear of Parliament’
At the April meeting we will hear about Mental Health from Ama Quarm.
Please join us on Monday 11th April 7.30 for 8pm
to hear Ama Quarm - Mental Health Today.
You will all be very welcome.
There is a small charge of £3

Our mission
at
No.5 and Mulberry House
Ruth McCulloch has now taken over as our link with
Number 5 and Mulberry house from Wendy Rockhill.
We thank Wendy for all her hard work supporting these local charities on our behalf
and are grateful to Ruth for volunteering to take over this important work.
Here is an updated list of things Number 5 would like














Bin bags
Eggs
Milk
Butter
Ham/cold meats/tinned meat
Tinned fish (Pilchards, tuna..)
Juices/squashs
Pot Noodles
Mayonnaise
Ketchup
Marmite
Washing powder
Dishwashing liquid

Please give generously

Mulberry House is a supported housing service in Guildford for Single Homeless
Young Women. The service offers low to medium support with 24-hour staff cover to
15 residents for a maximum of 2 years.
Number Five night shelter in York Road is modernising and enhancing its service so rough
sleepers can get the help they need to turn their lives around.
Emergency accommodation for rough sleepers will continue but the service will be
enhanced by opening 24-hours day, with round the clock client support and provision of
onsite specialist workers to help people get back on their feet.

UNLOCK ANNUAL LONDON SPONSORED WALK
SATURDAY 23th APRIL 2022
After 2 years of virtual walks due to the pandemic and lockdowns, the sponsored
London walk for "Unlock" is back in person! This year’s walk is approximately 7.5
miles in total, with visits to 6 very different churches along the route providing time
to stop and rest along the way.
The Unlock London Walk is a remarkable event; a unique way of seeing London and
engaging with some of its churches. It regularly attracts over 600 walkers, and
people come back year after year. You can have a great day out and support
Unlock’s crucial work of sharing the Gospel at the same time. There is always
something new to discover and to learn from visiting the different churches and
seeing how they relate to their local communities.
This year’s walk entitled “In the Shadows of the Tower”, takes place within the
London Borough of Tower Hamlets in East London. Tower Hamlets is one of the
poorest areas of the capital. It has a large percentage of social housing rather than
owner-occupied. The unequal nature of the area, where significant poverty sits
beside great wealth such as Canary Wharf, makes the situation particularly acute.
However, Tower Hamlets is rich in other ways: rich in history and unexpectedly rich
in green spaces like vast Victoria Park, the splendidly wild Cemetery and the
continuous canal-side walk. It is also rich in “live” churches which have grown over
the past 30 years. One example of this is a partnership of local churches which
provides a night shelter for the homeless for seven months of the year.
The terrible poverty and conditions suffered by East-enders in the 19th Century led
to some great acts of faith with William and Catherine Booth who founded the
Salvation Army in 1867 and Dr Barnado who established the first Ragged School in
1867 and then went on to provide homes for poor children.

So what is Unlock? Unlock is a small, inter-denominational organisation that works
to support Christian mission within Inner City areas and to make the messages of
the Gospel relevant to those who would not normally attend church or read the
Bible. Unlock supports and funds project workers working in deprived urban areas
across the UK. These projects have been shown to make a real difference, bringing
the gospel to people whom the churches haven't been able to reach. The work of
Unlock will be show-cased at one of the churches featured on the walk.

The annual walk is the main fundraising event for Unlock and raises essential funds
for the running costs of the organisation. It has always been difficult for Unlock to
secure funding from charitable trusts, because there are very few trusts that will
support Christian Mission and in the current climate this is more difficult than ever.
At Merrow Methodist Church, we have been supporting Unlock through sponsorship
of our walkers, since the first walk 39 years ago. Thanks to the generosity of those at
the Church, we have raised significant sums for Unlock over the years. Like many
small charities Unlock has had to manage a drop in income during the pandemic.
The virtual walks of the last 2 years brought in less income than previous walks so
Unlock really do need support from this year’s walk to allow them to continue their
work.
This will be a full day's walk and we will walk whatever the weather. Comfortable
walking shoes are essential and it is a good idea to bring some light refreshments
although some of the churches on the route may provide refreshments. You will
also need some small change for donations to the churches visited. Arrangements
will be finalised closer to the time but we will meet around 8.45 - 9am to travel by
train from Clandon via Waterloo and on to East London where we will start the walk.

There will be further information on the Notice Board plus a sign-up list for walkers
and a group sponsorship list. If you haven’t done the walk before then do consider
doing it this year. I hope previous walkers will take part again.
Please do support this event again this year by either walking or sponsoring the
walkers – or ideally both! Unlock really does need our support to stay in existence.
Please let me know in advance if you intend joining this year's walk so that I can
order sufficient route maps, finalise travel arrangements and arrange discounted
group travel if needed. I am happy to provide further information about the walk on
request.
Maggie Woolcock

JUNIOR PAGE – for the young and young at heart
An April word search
L E G H S U R H T E
O N I T H Y L L A S
O I I U O A N S S L
F H S L W N T N D L
L S S I E R E R U E
I N A P R I L A B B
R U R E S B O I R E
P S G S P R I N G U
A G I E R L V E Y L
S W A L L O W E D B
Can you find these words in the grid above?
April Fool; Bluebells; Buds; Bunny; Easter Eggs; Grass; Rain; Showers; Spring;
Sunshine; Swallow; Thrush; Tulip; Violet;

*********
On April 1, 1700, English pranksters begin popularizing the annual tradition of April
Fools’ Day by playing practical jokes on each other.
Although the day, also called ‘All Fools’ Day,’ has been celebrated for several centuries
by different cultures, its exact origins remain a mystery.
When I was a child pranks had to end at mid-day or the prankster was the fool!
Pranksters often expose their actions by shouting "April Fools!" at the recipient.
Some historians speculate that April Fools’ Day dates back to 1582, when France
switched from the Julian calendar to the Gregorian calendar, as called for by the
Council of Trent in 1563. People who were slow to get the news or failed to recognize
that the start of the new year had moved to January 1 and continued to celebrate it
during the last week of March through April 1 became the butt of jokes and hoaxes.
April Fools’ Day spread throughout Britain during the 18th century. In Scotland, the
tradition became a two-day event, starting with “hunting the gowk,” in which people
were sent on phony errands (gowk is a word for cuckoo bird, a symbol for fool) and
followed by Tailie Day, which involved pranks played on people’s ‘derrieres’, such as
pinning fake tails or “kick me” signs on them.

Story time
The Milkmaid and Her Pail
One day, Molly the milkmaid had filled her pails with milk. Her job was to milk the
cows, and then bring the milk to the market to sell. Molly loved to think about what
to spend her money on.
As she filled the pails with milk and went to market, she again thought of all the
things she wanted to buy. As she walked along the road, she thought of buying a
cake and a basket full of fresh strawberries.
A little further down the road, she spotted a chicken. She thought, “With the money
I get from today, I’m going to buy a chicken of my own. That chicken will lay eggs,
then I will be able to sell milk and eggs and get more money!”
She continued, “With more money, I will be able to buy a fancy dress and make all
the other milkmaids jealous.” Out of excitement, Molly started skipping, forgetting
about the milk in her pails. Soon, the milk started spilling over the edges, covering
Molly.
Drenched, Molly said to herself, “Oh no! I will never have enough money to buy a
chicken now.” She went home with her empty pails.
“Oh, my goodness! What happened to you?” Molly’s mother asked.
“I was too busy dreaming about all the things I wanted to buy that I forgot about the
pails,” she answered.
“Oh, Molly, my dear. How many times do I need to say, ‘Don’t count your chickens
until they hatch?’
The Moral
Don’t count your chickens before they hatch.

April
The fourth month of the year,
Though it’s the first with thirty days.
I should be doing gardening,
But much prefer to laze!
The origin of April’s nameDerived p’raps from Apollo?
The weather now is warmer,
And I think I’ve seen a swallow.
*********

A man was walking along past shops, when he noticed an art shop with a painting called,
“The crucifixion” in the window. He stopped and looked. Just then a child who had
obviously been to Sunday School, stood with him and said “Hey, mister, the man on the
cross is called Jesus. They put a crown of thorns on his head, and they killed him. He was
a good man, and he died to save us from our sins. They put him in a tomb.”
The man, now feeling guilty that he had not been to worship for years, walked on. He soon
felt a tug on his coat. The child, panting, said “I forgot to tell you, mister, Jesus rose again.”
At Easter, we all know the end of the story, as if we had peeped at the last few pages of a
novel.
If we “jump” from Good Friday to Easter Day without reading our Bible about the suffering
and death of Jesus and, possibly, attending a study group or a Maundy Thursday or Good
Friday service, we miss the full meaning of Easter.
*********
A small town had three churches. Their clergy met together regularly. One day one said “
We surely know each other well, so let’s confess our weaknesses.” So, the first said “I’m
afraid I like alcohol far too much, and get drunk quite often.” The next confessed that he
was an addicted gambler, sometimes with church funds. The third said “My sin is that I
love gossip, and can’t keep secrets.”
With happy memories of Merrow, and greetings from Rosemary and me in
Pudddletown. Ken

The London Bus Driver's Prayer
by Ian Drury
Our Driver Who art in Hendon
Holloway be Thy name
Thy Kingston come
Thy Wimbledon
In Erith as it is in Hendon
Give us this day our Berkhampstead
And forgive us our Westminsters
As we forgive those who Westminster against us
Lead us not into Temple Station
And deliver us from Ealing
For thine is the Kingston
The Purley and the Crawley
For Iver and Iver
Crouch End

photo by Dave Kim

*********
The seven ages of man:
Spills
Drills
Thrills
Bills
Ills
Pills
Wills

THE VOICE
IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR IN THE GARDEN!

The offerings from our trusty ‘F W Gardener’ will, in future, be seasonal rather
than monthly.
We are grateful for all the advice we have received in the past and look forward
to many hours of enjoyment in our flourishing gardens.
*****
Just a reminder of what April might have in store:
April is when the growing season really starts to get going.
Birdsong, spring blossom and sunshine lift the heart.
There are seeds to sow and seedlings to plant out.
Enjoy!
But beware of late frosts. They can devastate tender new growth.
Although the early part of April is still not too late to prune your roses it always
seems a shame to cut off those fresh shoots, but it will result in better and
stronger stems later on.
Another “tidying up” job is to cut back last year’s growth on penstemons, hardy
fuschias and any other slightly tender perennials; it is now time to expose the
new shoots at the base of the plants.
Most outdoor vegetables can be sown this month. It’s best to sow salad crops
little and often to keep a steady supply through the summer.
Easter is the traditional time for sowing potatoes, in a well-manured trench
filled in and potatoes planted about 6-7inches deep.
*********

The kiss of the sun for pardon.
The song of the birds for mirth.
One is nearer God’s heart in a garden
Than anywhere else on earth.

Home-Thoughts, from Abroad
BY ROBERT BROWNING

Oh, to be in England
Now that April's there,
And whoever wakes in England
Sees, some morning, unaware,
That the lowest boughs and the brushwood sheaf
Round the elm-tree bole are in tiny leaf,
While the chaffinch sings on the orchard bough
In England—now!
And after April, when May follows,
And the whitethroat builds, and all the swallows!
Hark, where my blossomed pear-tree in the hedge
Leans to the field and scatters on the clover
Blossoms and dewdrops—at the bent spray's edge—
That's the wise thrush; he sings each song twice over,
Lest you should think he never could recapture
The first fine careless rapture!
And though the fields look rough with hoary dew,
All will be gay when noontide wakes anew
The buttercups, the little children's dower
—Far brighter than this gaudy melon-flower!

Last month we read Peter Young’s poem about storm Dudley. He has followed that
with this one inspired by the storm which quickly followed – Storm Eunice.
Storm Eunice
The Storm fled across the land whipped by a fierce
Wind that showed no mercy as it lashed the trees
And drove the rain clouds before it with a piercing
Wail. After the rain the wind only wanted to please
The Storm’s desire for damage.
Not just damage, it didn’t spare men and women
In its blind fury; the Storm happened to pass their way
Without caring what the wind did. Roofs flew off, then
A lorry turned over when the gale hit them during the day
And continued its bombardment.
The Storm left the land to play with the sea where waves
Were piled high. It awaited the tide but that was late and did
Not help the sea to rise higher. Night descends, the Storm saves
Its waning powers as it travels east into the Netherlands to bid
Them prepare their defences.
When Eunice followed Dudley
The poet* got it right
When he was inspired to write
‘The female of the species
Is more deadly than the male’.
And so it proved tonight
*Kipling

April wisdom
Smiling is infectious
You catch it like the flu
When someone smiled at me today
I started smiling too
I walked around the corner
And someone saw me grin
When he smiled I realised
I had passed it on to him
I thought about the smile
And then realised its worth
A single smile like mine
Could travel round the earth
So if you feel a smile begin
Don’t leave it undetected
Start an epidemic
And get the world infected.

*********
The Romans called the month Aprilis,
BUT
How did April get its name?
Here are a few common theories.
 One is that the name is rooted in the Latin Aprilis, derived from the
Latin aperire meaning “to open”—which could be a reference to the opening
or blossoming of flowers and trees in this month in the Northern Hemisphere.
 Another theory holds that since months are often named for gods and
goddesses, and since Aphrilis is derived from the Greek Aphrodite, it is
possible the month was named for the Greek goddess of love…….. or Named for Apollo the Olympian god of the sun and light, music and poetry,
healing and plagues, prophecy and knowledge, order and beauty, archery and
agriculture.
OR
 Around the fifth century, the Anglo-Saxons referred to April as Ostermonath or Eostre-monath, a reference to the goddess Eostre, whose feast was
celebrated during the month. The Venerable Bede, a monk from the
Northumbrian monastery of Saint Peter, believed this gave root to the
word Easter—which is most often observed during the month of April.

MOTHER’S DAY
It's heart-breaking if you've gone to the effort of finding the perfect gift for your loved one,
but it never arrives! If you bought something from a business, to be delivered, it’s the
seller’s responsibility to make sure the item is delivered to you. If you have chosen flowers
and they are delivered in poor condition, damaged or don’t match the description given
online, you should be able to get a full or partial refund.
SO:
 If the flowers you receive don’t match the description given or the picture shown
online when you bought them, you can reject them and ask for a refund.
 Unless the retailer clearly explains that the type and colour of flowers may vary,
they must provide you with exactly what you order.
However, most retailers will only discuss, rectify and refund orders with the person who
made the purchase.
--------Fraudsters are likely to exploit the concerns around gas prices in various ways, For example
knocking on your door offering scam deals, phone calls around new gas takeovers or
phishing emails and texts asking you to update personal and/or financial information.
---------Beware of claims that certain 'gadgets' can reduce your power bills - don't believe
everything you read ….. if it sounds too good to be true, it probably is!
---------I receive frequent texts about parcel deliveries – saying “You were out when we called,
click to organise a re-delivery.” These are most often scam texts which will then require
further details from you or make a charge.
You can report, and forward these texts to 7726.

*********

And let’s not forget our previous advertisers in these still challenging times.

BTU INSTALLATION

01483 590600

BUTCHER CONISBEE

01483 283391

CARPETS LADYMEAD CARPETS

01483 506616

CARPENTRY NICK HAYWOOD

01483 225323

COAL MERCHANTS HILLS QUALITY COALS

01483 252223

DANCE GROUP SURREY SAINTS

07900 902527

DECORATOR RICHARD LEE

01483 612055

ELECTRICIAN T WILLIAMS

01483 282154

ELECTRICIAN WARREN MILTON

01483 458310

FISH AND CHIPS SEAFARE

01483 534253

FRESH FOOD SUPPLIES PEACOCKS

01483 829768

FUNERAL DIRECTORS ALAN GREENWOOD

01483 567845

FUNERAL DIRECTORS LODGE AND MONK

01483 562780

GARDEN MACHINERY J&M GARDENS

01483 894855

OAKWOOD BUSINESS CONSULTANTS

01483 276100

OSTEOPATH ANDREW PETERS

01483 570921

ROOFING ABLE ROOFING

01483 283137

SOLICITORS JENNIFER MARGRAVE

01483 562722

Prayers worth sharing

In the lengthening of days,
Snowdrops emerging from winter's frozen ground.
WE SEE THE CREATOR'S HAND
In the sight of a tiny lamb
joyfully bounding across hillside farm
WE SEE THE CREATOR'S HAND
Creator God, forgive our moments of ingratitude, the spiritual blindness that prevents us
from appreciating the wonder that is this world; the endless cycle of nature, of life and
death and rebirth.
Forgive us for taking without giving, reaping without sowing.
Open our eyes to see, our lips to praise, our hands to share,
and may our feet tread lightly on the road that, together, we travel.

Let us be thankful, Lord, for little things The song of birds, the rapture of the rose;
Cloud-dappled skies, the laugh of limpid springs,
Drowned sunbeams and the perfume April blows;
Bronze wheat a-shimmer, purple shade of trees Let us be thankful, Lord of Life, for these!
Let us be praiseful, Sire, for simple sights; The blue smoke curling from a fire of peat;
Keen stars a-frolicking on frosty nights,
Prismatic pigeons strutting in a street;
Daisies dew-diamonded in smiling sward For simple sights let us be praiseful, Lord!
Let us be grateful, God, for health serene,
The hope to do a kindly deed each day;
The faith of fellowship, a conscience clean,
The will to worship and the gift to pray;
For all of worth in us, of You a part,
Let us be grateful, God, with humble heart.

By

Robert William Service

