THE VOICE
MERROW METHODIST
CHURCH MAGAZINE

MARCH 2022

MESSAGE FROM THE MANSE ON LENT.
Dear Friends,
As we journey through life, whatever we encounter will always remain with us.
Therefore, we must take each day as it comes as a gift from God.
Our spiritual journey on Lent this year?

Lent is a Christian annual period that starts on Ash Wednesday lasting for 40
days (not Including Sundays) representing the 40 days Jesus spent fasting in the
wilderness. This 40 day period for Christians is a time to reflect, fast, and give
penance in preparation for the resurrection of Jesus Christ our Lord on Easter
Sunday.
Lent is the Old English word for spring. In almost all other languages, Lent’s
name is a derivative of the Latin term Quadragesima or “the forty days.” Lent,
often called the Lenten season, is observed in spring, when the days begin to get
longer. This year Lent begins on 2nd March and ends on 14th April 2022.
Preparation for Lent starts on Shrove Tuesday or Pancake Day. In the past it
was a long, strict religious fast when people have to give up all 'rich' food,
luxuries and practice self-discipline. Christians put aside more time to prayer
and generous acts.
There are many ways to do this, perhaps taking part in a Lent study group,
reading a book for your spiritual growth, setting aside time to pray at home or
work breaks. Whatever discipline you choose, it is your 'heart' that matters
rather than the outward form. Jesus said a tree is known by its fruit. The
outward expression of our faith and the discipline we practice will be a sign of
how seriously we are taking the Lenten season. Shall we take a moment to
reflect on the following true story in 1892.
An 18-year-old student was struggling to pay his fees. He was an orphan and
not knowing where to turn for money, he came up with a bright idea. He and a
friend decided to host a musical concert on campus to raise money for their
education.
They reached out to the great pianist Ignace J. Paderewski. His manager
demanded a guaranteed fee of £100.00 for the piano recital. A deal was struck
and the boys began to work to make the concert a success.
The big day arrived but unfortunately, they had not managed to sell enough
tickets. The total collection was only £40.00. Disappointed, they went to
Paderewski and explained their plight. The boys gave him the entire £40.00 plus
a cheque for the balance £20. They promised to honour the rest at the soonest
possible.
'No' said Paderewski. 'This is not acceptable'. He tore up the cheque, returned
the £40.00 and told the boys: “Here’s the £40. Please deduct whatever expenses
you have incurred. Keep the money you need for your fees and just give me

whatever is left”. The boys were surprised and thanked him profusely. It was a
small act of kindness but it clearly marked out Paderewski as a great human
being. Why should Paderewski help two people he did not even know? We all
come across situations like this in our lives. Most of us only think 'if I help
them, what would happen to me?” Others may also say, 'If I don’t help them,
what will happen to them?' They don’t do it expecting something in return.
They do it because they feel it’s the right thing to do.
Paderewski later went on to become the Prime Minister of Poland. He was a
great leader, unfortunately when the World War began, Poland was ravaged.
There were more than 1.5 million people starving in his Country and no money
to feed them. Paderewski did not know where to turn for help. He reached out to
the US Food and Relief Administration for help. The head of the US Food and
Relief Administration was Herbert Hoover. He later became the US President.
Hoover agreed to help and quickly shipped tons of food grains to feed the
starving Polish people.
A calamity was averted and Paderewski was relieved. He decided to go across
to meet Hoover and personally thank him. When Paderewski began to thank
Hoover for his noble gesture, Hoover quickly interjected and said, 'You
shouldn’t be thanking me Mr Prime Minister. You may not remember but
several years ago you helped two young students go through college. I was one
of them'. The world is a wonderful place. What goes around comes around!
Hospitality and radical hospitality are the essence of the gospel. Let us really get
to know people and assure them that their stories are important. A welcome
begins with the advertising, the noticeboard, the banners. It continues with a
smile, the helpful person at the door and then the meeting for coffee, a meal in a
home, a church meal, making everyone welcome, could change the image of
our church.
I throw in the challenge!
I hope you would take the opportunity to reflect what you could do for the
Merrow Methodist Church in making our presence more effective in the
community.
The Scriptures for my reflection during Lenten time have always been Psalm
51, Isaiah 58 and Matthew chapters 5, 6, 7. I hope you can share with me to
explore these readings for the 40 days. Whatever we do as Lent depicts, let us
do it in moderation.
I pray that your Lenten journey would be meaningful and special and that you
will be renewed in your faith and enthusiasm for God’s word and helping
people.
Thank you, and God bless your home.
George.

EDITORIAL NOTE

Will March come in with lion’s roar,
Or enter gently as a lamb?
Windows opaque with frosty hoar
While blackbirds sing and skylarks soar,
Creations of our great ‘I Am.’
This transient month as winter fades
And all around are signs of Spring,
As gardeners rush to sharpen spades,
And heather springs in woodland glades,
We thank you, Lord, for everything.
********
Any items for inclusion in the April issue of “The Voice” should be sent to me
by:

March 23rd 2022

via email: gillianbrierley13@gmail.com
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Date
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Flower Rota
March 6th: Margriet Rasker;
March 20th: Joan Tabraham;
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March 13th : Joan Wells
March 27th: Suzanne Burnham

Organ Rota: Joan Tabraham – March 13th a.m; March 27th
Gillian Brierley – March 6th; March 13th p.m; March 20th;
Junior Church: March 6th & March 20th
Sunday Morning Coffee Rota:
March 6th - Megan Swayne & Jan Kemp
March 20th – Ruth McCulloch & Margaret Hills
Communion Steward:
March 6th Doreen Siame

Bible Study at Pauline Daniels. (Please contact Gillian B for address) –
11.00am
March 8th & 22nd
*********

Women’s Fellowship
Monday 7th March 2.30 pm
The speaker will be
Gillian Brierley ‘Operatic ups and downs’
with a Bring and Buy

*********
and from around the Circuit

Lenten Prayer Sessions
Rev Sam Funnell is running a series of three Lenten Prayer Sessions on
Zoom, which we would like to extend out to our friends in the circuit.
from 5.30pm – 6.00pm –
Wed 2 March 2022; Fri 18 March 2022; Mon 4 April 2022
Please contact Church Office for Zoom details.
*********

March is Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month
Rev Julia Monaghan is an ardent campaigner for spreading vital information
about ovarian cancer and recognising the signs early.
Come and have a cup of tea and some delicious cake and find out a bit more
Julia will have some information and some of her hand-crafted bags on show.
March 15th 2.00pm — 4.00pm
In the Narthex, Walton-on-Thames Methodist Church
You can make a donation and find out more information using this
link https://targetovariancancer.org.uk

Embrace the Middle East
A message to us all
But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this
extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us. We are
afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair;
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in
the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in
our bodies.
(2 Cor. 4: 7-10)
It is this passage that is on my mind as I reflect on my recent trip to visit our
partners in Lebanon.
In many ways it was a challenging visit, although a real joy to see the work that
you are supporting after such a long time when we’ve been unable to travel.
Daily life for men, women and children in Lebanon is extremely difficult and
uncertain. Heba, Director of SKILD, a project that helps children with special
needs, told me, “We are not overwhelmed. We are over-overwhelmed.” Life is
very hard. But thanks to your kindness and generosity our partners are still
being light in the darkness
What has struck me is how our partners - not just in Lebanon but in other
Middle East countries as well - are placing their trust in Jesus, dependent on
God to sustain them each and every day. It was very clear from my
conversations, that one of the things sustaining them is you. It is your prayers,
gifts and friendship - the knowledge that you stand with them - that encourages
them to carry on.
Thank you for your £donation made at the Merrow Methodist Church for the
retirement collection taken during your Carol Service, to go to Embrace’s
Christmas appeal. Your kind gift means so much. It helps our partners to reach
out with love to those they serve, but it also tells them they are not alone.
On behalf of our partners and those they help, thank you very much indeed.
With best wishes
Jamie Eyre
Director of Programmes and Engagement
P.S. Please do sign up to receive our gift to you - free weekly Lent Reflections
emails at embraceme.org/lent-reflections

THE VOICE – March ‘22
IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR IN THE GARDEN!
As I write this, I am listening to the sounds of storm Eunice raging outside; not the ideal
accompaniment to a column devoted to the coming of spring in the garden!
As gardeners, we probably agree that we haven’t had much of a winter – although there is
still time for a cold snap. While this means that our favourite plants have had a good chance
of survival, it also means that many of the pests will have survived as well, so we should be
prepared.
As soon as the soil in the vegetable garden is workable, it should be possible to dig it over
and add some compost in readiness for some early sowings. I avoid adding anything to the
beds for root crops like carrots and parsnips, as it causes the roots to fork. Potatoes however
will enjoy as much compost as you can provide.
This year, I will try to resist sowing my vegetables too early – it’s very tempting, but
germination is always patchy and slightly later sowings always seem to catch up.
Looking forward to summer blooms, it is a good time to divide flowering perennials; I have
discovered by accident that penstemons grow well in quite heavy shade, so I hope to multiply
them to brighten up other shady areas this year.
It’s getting busier in the greenhouse now, with seedlings coming through and needing
pricking out. My sweet peas have germinated well and I have now pinched the tops out – I
want to encourage new shoots from the base, one of which I will grow on to give a single
stem. The new basal shoots are always stronger than the original shoot.
My dahlia tubers are still safely stored in their frost proof boxes, but they now need to be
brought out and started into life with some moisture. I will then have to decide whether to
take cuttings from new shoots, or to divide and replant the tubers. Both methods will produce
a good show of flowers, but those grown from cuttings are always better quality blooms.
Hybrid tea roses, shortened in the autumn, are now shooting. They should be pruned back to
a bud about 30cm from the base- as well as cutting out any dead or diseased wood. They will
also benefit from a mulch of compost.
The spring bulbs are showing well now, with the promise of colour in the garden again.
Enjoy the spring!
F W Gardener

JUNIOR PAGE – for the young and young at heart
A Spring Crossword
Clues
Across:
1.Spring begins in this month
3.We enjoy the warmth when this shines
5.Plant these for Spring flowers
6.A coloured arch in the sky
9.Leaves and grass are this
10.2 down displays this colour
12.Another name for the daffodil is ‘Lent - - - -‘
Down:
2.One of Spring’s songsters
3. The first Spring flower?
4. 2 down may be building this.
7. A month for showers
8. A children’s Easter animal
11. March 20th is the first - - - of Spring
1.

2.
3.

4.

10.

11.

5.

6.

7.

9.

12

8.

Story time
The Hungry Fox
One day, a fox became very hungry as he went to search for some food. He
searched high and low, but couldn’t find something that he could eat.
Finally, as his stomach rumbled, he stumbled upon a farmer’s wall. At the top
of the wall, he saw the biggest, juiciest grapes he’d ever seen. They had a rich,
purple colour, telling the fox they were ripe and sweet, ready to be eaten.
To reach the grapes, the fox had to jump high in the air. As he jumped, he
opened his mouth to catch the grapes, but he missed. The fox tried again but
missed yet again.
He tried a few more times but kept failing.
Finally, the fox decided it was time to give up and go home.
As he walked away, he muttered, “I’m sure the grapes were sour anyway.”
The Moral
Never despise what you can’t have; nothing comes easily.
*********
Look up these foxes mentioned in the bible :
Judges 15:3-5
Nehemiah 4:3
Song of Solomon 2:15
Psalm 63:10
Lamentations 5:18
Ezekiel 13:4
Matthew 8:20
Luke 13:32

This is my one of my first poems written age 6 – yes, I was trilling even then!
A Spring Morning
The call of Spring is in the air
The buds are on the trees.
The daffodils and crocuses
Are swaying in the breeze
The snowdrops with their petals white
Are dancing on the lawn,
The lark is singing in the sky,
The blue sky in the morn.
*********

Quotes of the month:
There are some people who want to throw their arms around you simply
because it is Christmas: there are other people who want to strangle you
simply because it is Christmas - Robert Lynd
Be kind to your mother-in-law, and if necessary, pay for her board at some
good hotel - Josh Billings
Parents are people who bear children, bore teenagers and board newly-weds Elbert Hubbard
You talk about your pleasures to your acquaintances: you talk about your
troubles to your friends - Fr. Andrew SDC
Some people use one half of their ingenuity to get into debt and the other half
to avoid paying it – George D Prentice
The only way to entertain some folks is to listen to them - Kin Hubbard

No tweet from Pete this month but we hope he’ll be back on these pages
very soon.
*********
Further to Julie’s article on dialect words from north of the border
Some have escaped into the north of England.
Iris Walker also remembers
aye, bairn, tattie.
She also adds:
Are these peculiar to Northumberland and Durham?
STOT AND KEP - bounce and catch.
*CLARTS - mud.
PLODGE - paddle.
DIVVEN’T - don’t.
Some enterprising printer produced stickers reading:
DIVVENT DUNCHUS for back windows of cars. It meant don’t bang into me
------*One of those crept down as far as the West Riding. Your editor certainly
knows the word ‘Clarts,’ as her paternal grandfather used to come in from
digging the garden and say
“Ee, mi booits are clarty!”
My other grandpa also used to say to me “You’re nobbut ‘knee high to a
grasshopper’ “
(This was the answer to a clue in a recent Times crossword)
Nobbut = nothing but
Did any of these survive the Wars of the Roses and cross over from East to
West, or even further south?
********
p.s.
The Spring is sprung, the grass is riz.
I wonder where the boidies is
The boidie is upon the wing,
No, that's absurd,
The wing is on the boid !
(Anonymous)

Iris Walker writes –
After reading Peter Young’s contribution, “The Song”, last month, I reflected
on another poem about singing in the open air.
During times of quiet contemplation Wordsworth recaptured and treasured
many special moments. The solitary Highland lass singing in the fields is one
of them.
The Solitary Reaper by William Wordsworth
Behold her, single in the field,
Yon solitary Highland Lass!
Reaping and singing by herself;
Stop here, or gently pass!
Alone she cuts and binds the grain,
And sings a melancholy strain;
O listen! for the Vale profound
Is overflowing with the sound.
No nightingale did ever chaunt
More welcome notes to weary bands
Of travellers in some shady haunt
Among Arabian sands:
A voice so thrilling ne’er was heard
In Springtime from the cuckoo-bird,
Breaking the silence of the seas
Among the farthest Hebrides.
Will no one tell me what she sings?—
Perhaps the plaintive numbers flow
For old, unhappy, far-off things,
And battles long ago:
Or is it some more humble lay,
Familiar matter of to-day?
Some natural sorrow, loss, or pain,
That has been, and may be again?
Whate’er the theme, the Maiden sang
As if her song could have no ending;
I saw her singing at her work,
And o’er the sickle bending;—
I listened, motionless and still;
And, as I mounted up the hill,
The music in my heart I bore,
Long after it was heard no more.

“Daffodils” is another example. In the final stanza of the poem Wordsworth
wrote:
“For oft, when on my couch I lie
In vacant or in pensive mood,
They flash upon that inward eye
Which is the bliss of solitude;
And then my heart with pleasure fills,
And dances with the daffodils.”
I hope that in quiet, meditative times we can all recall scenes and special
moments to cherish.
*********
Storm

by Peter Youngs

A wind howls round the house rattling the doors
And whistling its tune through any small crack
In the window frames, a soloist in nature’s
Concerto. It picks up a can and then throws it back
Onto the patio.
Up on the hill the wind roars through the trees
With a voice like thunder, a deep bass chorale
That booms over the land bringing to their knees
Any saplings that have not yet grown tall
And cannot resist the storm.
Down by the sea waves are mounting high,
Driven by the wind to crash over the sand
Or break against the high unyielding cliffs.
This is a night when people should hide and
Pull the bedclothes over their head.
Tomorrow is another day.
The wind has moved away
To bully another place.
It’s time to search in case
It left a legacy of harm.

SCAMS
Romance scams involve people being duped into sending money to criminals who
go to great lengths to gain their trust and convince them that they are in a genuine
relationship.
They use language to manipulate, persuade and exploit so that requests for money
do not raise alarm bells. These requests might be highly emotive, such as criminals
claiming they need money for emergency medical care, or to pay for transport costs
to visit the victim if they are overseas.
Fraudsters are likely to exploit the concerns around gas prices in various ways, For
example knocking on your door offering scam deals, phone calls around new gas
takeovers or phishing emails and texts asking you to update personal and/or
financial information.
We are also aware of claims that certain 'gadgets' can reduce your power bills - don't
believe everything you read ….. if it sounds too good to be true, it probably is!

*********
and let’s not forget our previous advertisers in these still challenging
times.
BTU INSTALLATION

01483 590600

BUTCHER CONISBEE

01483 283391

CARPETS LADYMEAD CARPETS

01483 506616

CARPENTRY NICK HAYWOOD

01483 225323

COAL MERCHANTS HILLS QUALITY COALS

01483 252223

DANCE GROUP SURREY SAINTS

07900 902527

DECORATOR RICHARD LEE

01483 612055

ELECTRICIAN T WILLIAMS
ELECTRICIAN WARREN MILTON

01483 282154
01483 458310

FISH AND CHIPS SEAFARE

01483 534253

FRESH FOOD SUPPLIES PEACOCKS

01483 829768

FUNERAL DIRECTORS ALAN GREENWOOD

01483 567845

FUNERAL DIRECTORS LODGE AND MONK

01483 562780

GARDEN MACHINERY J&M GARDENS

01483 894855

OAKWOOD BUSINESS CONSULTANTS

01483 276100

OSTEOPATH ANDREW PETERS

01483 570921

ROOFING ABLE ROOFING

01483 283137

SOLICITORS JENNIFER MARGRAVE

01483 562722

Some March Trivia




It's March—Happy New Year, ancient Romans! ...
March was named for Mars the god of war—
Each year March and June end on the same day of the week.

On March 7, 1876, Alexander Graham Bell patented the first telephone! Three
days later he made the world's first phone call to his assistant in the next
room. saying “Mr. Watson, come here. I want to see you.”
The “Ides of March” was a day in the Roman calendar equivalent to March
15th. It was considered a deadline for settling debts. It was also the day Julius
Caesar was assassinated.
If you were born in March, your birth flower is a daffodil!
March babies have two birthstones: aquamarine, and bloodstone, which
symbolize courage.
March is the time of year when animals start waking up from hibernation.
The Anglo-Saxons called March “Hlyd monath” meaning “Stormy month” or
“Hraed monath” meaning “Rugged month.”
The social media outlet Twitter was launched on March 21, 2006, with the first
tweet going out the same day. It was posted by the founder, Jack Dorsey,
which read “just setting up my twttr.”
Saint Patrick’s Day occurs every March 17th, celebrated in many western
countries to commemorate the day Saint Patrick died.
Back in the olden days, March was when military campaigns would resume
that had previously been put on hold for winter.
On 30 March 1885, Eiffel presented his plans to the Société des Ingénieurs
Civils; The main structural work was completed at the end of March 1889 and,
on 31 March, Eiffel celebrated by leading a group of government officials and
the press to the top of the tower. The lifts were not yet in operation so the
ascent was made by foot, and took over an hour, with Eiffel stopping
frequently to explain various features. Most of the party chose to stop at the
lower levels, but a few completed the ascent. At 2:35 pm, Eiffel hoisted a
large Tricolour to the accompaniment of a 25-gun salute fired at the first level.

Prayers worth sharing

In the lengthening of days,
Snowdrops emerging
from winter's frozen ground.
WE SEE THE CREATOR'S HAND

In the sight of a tiny lamb
joyfully bounding
across hillside farm
WE SEE THE CREATOR'S HAND

Creator God, forgive our moments of ingratitude,
the spiritual blindness that prevents us
from appreciating the wonder that is this world,
the endless cycle of nature,
of life and death and rebirth.
Forgive us for taking without giving,
reaping without sowing.
Open our eyes to see,
our lips to praise,
our hands to share,
and may our feet tread lightly
on the road that, together, we travel.

